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30TH Concress, ler Sasson. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, August 10, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
On motion of Mr. SMART, the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union was discharged 
from the Senate bill to change the time of holdi 
the terms of the circuit court of the United States 
in the district of Maine. 
The bill was then read a third time and passed, 
and returned to the Senate. 


Mr. CROZIER moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the resolution of the Ist of March, 1846, 
authorizing each member of this House to subscribe for 
twelve copies of the Congressional Globe and Appendix, at 
the rate of six dollars for each copy for the long session, and 
three dollars for the short session, shat not be construed 
to extend to alonger period than the present session of Con- 
gress. 





The yeas and nays were taken on the motion || 


to suspend the rules, and resulted, yeas 74, nays 
53. Lost, two-thirds not voting in favor thereof. 


Mr. CATHCART, the rules being suspended 
for the purpose, moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, in the execution of the resolution of the 
House of the 7th instant, giving extra compensation to cer- 
tain employés of this House, there shall be paid to those 
persons employed in folding for this House, in the folding- 
room, the same amount as the pages are entitled to receive 
under said resolution, and no more; and to those who are 
occasionally so employed, an allowance upon the same basis, 
in proportion to the time they have been engaged; and that 
the same compensation be allowed to the Chaplain and Post- 
master Of this House as have been usually allowed to the 
same class of officers by the Senate and House respectively 
at the close of a session. 

At the suggestion of several members, Mr. 
CATHCART modified his resolution so as to in- 
clude “* the Doorkeeper and the Sergeant-at-arms,”’ 
and moved the previous question. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, raised a point of order, 
that Mr. Carucarr had not the right to modify 
his resolution after the House had suspended the 
rules to receive it. 

Mr. McKAY asked the general consent of the 
House to have read by the Clerk, before the vote 
should be taken on this resolution granting extra 

ay, the second section of the act of Congress of 
arch 3, 1845, providing ‘* that no part of the ap- 
‘ propriations which may be made for the contin- 
‘gent expenses of either House of Congress shall 
‘be applied to other than the ordinary expendi- 
‘tures of the Senate and House of Representatives 
‘ respectively, nor an extra allowance to any clerk, 
‘ messenger, orattendant upon the said two Houses, 
‘ or either of them, nor as payment or compensation 
‘to any clerk, messenger, or other attendant to be 
‘soemployed by a resolution of one of said Houses, 
‘nor in the purchase of books to be distributed to 
‘ members,’ 

The reading being objected to, the section was 
not read. . 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to lay the 
resolution on the table; on which motion the yeas 
and nays were taken, and resulted: Yeas 65, 
nays 96. 

he previous question was then seconged, and, 
under the operation thereof, the resolution was 
agreed to: Yeas 103, nays 61. 
_ Mr. CATHCART moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and also moved to lay that motion on 
the table. 
_ The question was put on the latter motion, and 
it was agreed to: Ayes 78, noes 61. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia,.mpved’to suspend the 
rules to enable him to introduce a bill, of which 
peor notice had been given, to prevent either 

ouse of Congress from paying any extra compen- 
sation out of their respective contingent funds, un- 
less by joint resolution. or act of Congress. 

The yeas and nays were taken on the motion, 
and resulted: Yeas 9, nays 73. Lost, two-thirds 
not voting in favor thereof. : 

The SPEAKER laid before the House commu- 


nications as ener 
To the House of ives of the United States: 


I communicate herewith a report from the Secretary of 
War, together with the accompanying documents, in com- 
Pliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 17th of Jaty, 1848, requesting the Presidert to communi- 
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| eate to the House of Representatives “a copy of the pro- | 
| ceedings of the Court of Inquiry in Mexico, touching the 
matter which led to the dismissal from the public service of |; 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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| in relation to the execution of the resolution of the | 
| House of the 28th of Jane last, providing for the | 


| to the estate of the late Archibald Yell, formerly a 
| member of the House of Representatives of the | 
| United States from the State of Arkansas. 


| transmitting, in compliance with the resolution of | 


| on the table. 


Lieutenants Joseph 8. Pender and George E. B. Singletery, 
of the North Carolina regiment of volunteers, and all the | 
correspondence between the War Department and Generals 
Taylor and Wool in relation to the same.”’ 

JAMES K. POLK. 


WasuincTon, August 5, 1848. 


To the Senate und House of Representatives of the U. S.: 

It affords me satisfaction to communicate herewith, for 
the information of Congress, copies of a decree adopted by 
the National Assembly of France in response to the resolu- 
tion of the Congress of the United States, passed onthe 13th 
of April last, “ tendering the cungratuintions of the Ameri- 
can tothe French people upon the- success of their recent 


ean form of government.”? JAMES K. POLK. 


WasnincTon, 4ugust 8, 1848. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report on the condition of banks 
throughout the Union, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives of the 10th 
July, 1832. 

A joint resolution of the Legislature of the State 
of Wisconsin, relative to the improvement of the 
harbors upon the western shore of Lake Michigane | 

The above communications were laid on the | 
table. 

A communication from the Clerk of the House | 


payment of per diem and mileage alleged to be due 


Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Accounts. 
A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 


the 28th of June, 1848, a statement of the public 
debt. Laid on the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in compliance with the resolution of | 
the House of the 15th of May, a report in relation 
to exports and imports of the United States. Laid | 

A memorial of the Legislative Assembly of 
Oregon Territory, relative to their wants and situ- | 
ation, and the necessity of extending the laws of | 
the United States over that Territory. Referred 
to the Committee on the Territories. 


EXTRA PAY TO GENS. CASS AND TAYLOR. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communication from the President of the 
United States: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I communicate herewith reports from the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the Secretary of War, together with the ac- 
companying documents, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 17th July, 1848, requesting 
the President to inforin that body what “ amount of public 
moneys had been respectively paid to Lewis Cass and 





| deem it proper to withhold it, 















Zachary Taylor, from the time of their first entrance into 
the public service up to this time, distinguishing between 
regular and extra compensation; that he also state what 
amount of extra compensation has been claimed by either ; 
the items rae the same; when filed; when and by 
whom allowed ; if disallowed, when and by whom, aud the 
reason for such disallowance ; and whether or not any items 
so disallowed were subsequently presented for payment, 
and, if allowed, when and by whom.”’ 

: JAMES K. POLK. 

WasHINGTON, August 11, 1848. 

_The communication was ordered to be laid on 
the table and printed. 

Subsequently, on motion of Mr. STEPHENS, 
the vote by which the message and documents 
were laid on the table and ordered to be printed 
was reconsidered. 

The question again recurring on the motion to 
lay upon the table, it was decided by yeas and 
nays.in the negative: Yeas 87, nays 97. 

Mr. STEPHENS then moved that the message 
and accompanying documents be referred to the 
Committee on Expenditures of the War Depart- 
ment, and moved the previous question. 

The previous question was, however, withdrawn 
at the request of— 

Mr. McLANE, who made a few remarks in 
opposition to the printing of the message and doc- 
uments. Mr. McL. renewed the previous ques- 
tion; which was sustained, and, under its operation, 
the motion to refer was agreed to. 
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GTON, 


| leyrand will not.be followed by me. 


| it now. 


| will not do. 






BY BLAIR & RIVES, 


New Senrres........No. 67. 





A LETTER FROM MR. TRIST. 


The SPEAKER stated that he had received a 
communication from N. P. Trist, relating to cer- 
tain official acts of the President of the United 
States, accompanied by a request that it be laid 
before the House. It was a communication that 
he did not feel at liberty to present, nor did he 
He would lay it 
before the House if it were the pleasure of the 
House to receive it. Being objected to— 

On motion, the rules were suspended for the 
purpose, and the communication was laid before 
the House; and it was read, and is as follows: 


WESTCHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, fugust 7, 1848, 
To the Speaker of the House of Representatives, U. S.: 

Sir: The accompanying papers are transmitted to you, as 
the orfan of the House of Representatives, with tie request 
that they be laid before that body. 

‘They are not what Ll bave wished and intended to present ; 
but the day fixed forthe adjournment of Congress forbids any 
further delay on my part, and until my intention can be 
executed, they must sutiice. They will answer the purpose 
of dispelling, in some degree at least, the utter mystilicatoa 
with which the mind of our country has been clouded up in 
regard to the treaty of peace, and all matters touched upon 
in them. 

During a great portion of my absence in Mexico, I have 
been entirely cut off from all means of Knowing what was 
going on at home ; and during the entire period my attention 
has been urgently pressed upon, and constantly engrossed 
by, subjects of the greatest moment to our country. )t was 
consequently out of my power to make use even of such 
means as presented themselves, when the channels for con 
veying them ceased to be closed. On my arrival home, the 
state of things among us was unknown to me, except fiom 
the mere glimpses aflorded by an occasional and hasty glance 
al a hewspaper. 

I soon became aware of the mystification above referred 
to. As the only way in which it could be thoroughly dis- 
pelled, [ determined to lay before the representatives of the 
people a connected and detailed narrative of everything 
that has occurred to me having the slightest bearing upoa 
matters which the public interests demand that the country 
should know the exaettruthof. This exact and full knowl- 
edge, and thorough understanding, it is of the very highest 
importance to her that she should possess. It is so for nwm- 
berless reasons that most deeply concern her, and concern 
her in the most permanent manner; concern her now, and 
concern her in the boundiess hereafter. The {generations 
which are to follow us, so long as our nation shall exist 
and after it shall have ceased to exist, are deeply interested 
in this matter. Should the American people fail to obtain 
this knowledge now, the evil consequences to that people, 
now and in all future time, and through them ‘to mankind, 
cannot fail to be such as no human mind ean calculate, We 
are the vanguard in the “ movement” of this age, and upon 
us chiefly depends the direction which that movement is to 
pursue. 

Deeply impressed with this truth, this plain and obvious 
fact, 1 formed the determination above etated. It remains, 


| however, as yet unfulfilied. The attention demanded by 


my private affairs, the necessity of providing a home for my 


| family, and a variety of incidents, have contributed to pre- 


vent its fulfillment. This, however, will take place, if I tive 
a month or two longer. The example recently set by Tal- 
I shail not write any- 
thing which is to be read only a century hence. The high- 


| est interests of our country, and of mankind through her, 


demand that she shall know the truth; that she shall know 
She shall have it; she shall have it now. 

Had Congress continued to sit a month or two longer, I 
should not at this moment have broken silence ; I should 


| have bided until [ could lay before the country, through hér 


representatives, the narrative to which I have referred, con- 
nected, unbroken, not a single gap in it, detailed so far as 
necessary to establish a clear connection. This is the only 
way in which truth can be presented in a shape to leave no 
doubt as to its being what it is. Isolated “* prominent facts’’ 
However true they may be, they can always 
be denied, .and more or less plausibly controverted. The 
whole truth is the thing: this the people shall have. It will 


| then be seen who, among those who seek their confidence, 


will be so hold as to pretend that he does not believe it. 

In one of the accompanying papers, (letter to the * Repre- 
sentatives of the American People,” under date “ Mexico, 
February 12, 1848,°") my belief is expressed that Congress 
and the country had been deceived by the individual hold- 
ing'the trust of “ President of the United States,” and that 
the object for which that deception had been practised was 
the indefinite protraction of the war—this tion of the 
war having for its end the conquest of Mexico and her ab- 
sorption into our Union. This was my belief then; it is 
my belief now. In that same letter, particularly in the 
notes recently appended to it, my belief is expressed that a 
corrupt use has been made of the power and the infiuence 
attached to the trust of “President of the United States,” 
even to the extent of subornation of perjury. 

Upon both these points mv belief is positive and firm, 
distinct and clear. Equally firm and clear in my mind is 
the further belief, that to make the former the belief of 
Congress and of the country nothing is necessary but that 
the representatives of the people should exercise the pow< 
ers of inquiry inherent in them as the grand inquest of the 
nation—as the body “ exclusively” intrusted by the Consti- 
tution with “the power,” and consequently with the duty 


* of impeacivment.”’ 
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"Tis but yesterday that the welkin was made to ring {| 


throughvut our country with the acclamations Wat burst 
forth from eur Democratic bosoms atthe spectacie exhibited 
by the people of France. And a most glorious spectacle it 
was! Cougratuiations and felicitations poured out from us 
towards that people; our hearts were drunk with noble joy ; 
we and our public servants wed will one another in giving 
utterance to the enthusiasm which filled our bosoms. 

The cause of that enthusiasm consisted in the fact that 


the French people had liberated themselves from a bad Gov- | 


ernment. ‘They had risen in the majesty of men, and bad 
upturned that Government; upturned the “Throne,” as 
that Government was called. This they had done. Ithad 
been at the costof civil strife, of brother’s blood spilled by 
brother’s hand. It had been at the cost of anarncuy. That 
woe the first result; and no one could tell how long it might 
ast, or what it was to involve while it lasted, or in what it 
wus toend. And yet we rejoiced. The object, in our esti- 
mation, was worth all this cost, all this nek of Whatever else 
itmight cost. Evenin the gocertainty as to its being secured, 
it was enough that this should have been the object, to make 
us reckon as cheap, to make us disregard as dust in the 
balance, Whatever might happen. 

Atthe head, or very near the head, (I speak from indis- 
tinet recoliection,) of the reasons which had impelled the 
Freneh people so to act, which had created the nec essity for 
then plunging into that sea of carnage whose shore no hu 
man eye could discern—atthe head, or very near the head 
of those reasons, stands recorded, “ The corrupt use of Ex 
ecutive influc nee.?? * 

It is time, bigh time, that we should Look aT HOME. 
“Corrupt use of Execative influence,” such as, according 
to my solemn belief, bas occurred among OURSELVES Within 
the last six months, cannot have been surpassed by anything 
that formed part of the misrule of the “Citizen King.’ In 
point of unscrupulousness and flagitiousness, it cannot have 
been surpasred. In pointof audacity and etfiontery, Ldoutt 
if ithas been equalled by anything ever ventured upon by 
that “ monarch.’ 

Just as the task of preparing the papers now transmitted 
was drawing to a close, an envelop reached me by mail, 
bearing my address in the hand of a bosoin friend; a man 
whose name is, irrespectively of locality and country, among 


the very highest of the profession to which he belongs, and | 


who has intimately known me during the latter haif of ny 
life, That envelop contained, without note or comment, 
the words which I will here transcribe. [am no Luruer, 
nor have Lever proposed to myself to act the part of one, 
The task [Tam now engaged in, bas been forced upon me by 
the power of circumstances, It will soon be at an end; 
and with it will ccase for me all incidents arising from acon- 
nection with public affairs. Except in discharging my duty 
to my country as a private citizen, they are henceforward 
tobe beyond my sphere. [have bid farewell forever to all 
public employments and all public posts. When these words 
shall be belied, (den let ny country brand me “ ImMrosror,” 
and ascribe to the desire for office, or for notoriety,* ali that 


I shall have done aud said iu regard to things of concernment 


to her. 

But, although inapplicable tome, the very name of Luther, 
presented in such a connection as this, comes fraught with 
n significance which cannot but be fell, even though the day 
is gone by when omens were believed in. ‘This incident, 
though no prophetic virtde can be in it, may prove the fure- 
runner of a storm that shall purify our political atmosphere, 
and dissipate the seeds of death with which already it haz 
become loaded. 
the people do their duty. 

These are the words referred to: Loraer says, “If lam 
* to have a fault, f would rather speak too harshly, and thrast 


* forth Truth anwisely, than to have phiyed the hypocrite to | 


‘any, and held Truthin.’?) So tar as regards wyselt, Ido 


not believe that I have spoken * too harshly,” or “ thrast | 


forth truth anwisely.” Upon this point our country will 
judge. All Lask of her—and [ask this for herown sake far 
more than on my own account—is, to suspend her judgment 
until she can judge “ wisely.” 

I ain, sir, very respectfully, your fellow-citizen, 

N. P. TRIST, 
Late Commissioner of the United States of America 
to the Mexican Republic. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, moved that the 
communication and accompanying documents be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
printed. : 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL suggested that these 
documents should not be printed, as they might 
contain matter that ought not to be made public. 

Mr. BURT wusted that the House would adopt 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, 


* In the letter of the present Secretary of War to General || 


Scout, under date of April 2], 1843, which was published in 
al! haste throughout our country, care is taken to preoceupy 
ber mind with the belief that Ihave been actuated by this 
motive, The Adininistration have studiously withheld from 
her all Knowledge of what my course has been. All the 
power and all the influence attached to the trusts held by 
those men, have been exerted to mystily the public mind in 
regurd to the whole subject with reference to which I have 
acted. Ithas been rendered impossibie for that mind to 
form for itself any judgment in regard to my motive. And 
yet, not content with all that bought letter-writers could do, 
and all that subserviest or party-mad presses could do, this 
high functionary of the Government, in writing a letter con- 
cerning the aifuirs of the department intrusted to him, must 
needs enter upon a Lone (my course) having no connection 
whatever with the subject of which he was teating. And 
for what? To give to the country information respecting 
what my course has been? No! To impress her with the 
idea that ny motive in pursuing that course (respecting which 
she had been kept in the dark, and her mind had been be- 
fogged in every possible way) lad consisted in the desire for 
“notoriety,”’ aud this paasion so excessive as to make me 
* mistake notoricty for fame,” 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| who sent them here. 


Tt will prove so, if the representatives of | 


—————— ee  —— — 


Mr. SCHENCK called the gentleman from South 


oe 


GLOBE. 
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Aug. 10, 


Y ?. —— 
| the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern. 


Carolina to order, amidst great confusion, many |! ment for the year ending June 30, 1849. 


members being engaged in addressing the House 


at the same time, 


wish to address the House. 
was to move the previous question; but he would 
~~ the floor for a few moments to the gentleman 
rom South Carolina, that he might make his sug- 
gestion, 


Mr. BURT acknowledged the courtesy of the | 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. | 
He | 
wished to say to the House that that paper, coming | 


He desired to say but a very few words. 


as it does from a private individual, was marked 
by a very extraordinary character. There were 


imputations in that communication which ought | 


He 


not to be received lightly by this House. 


trusted that this House had too just a regard for | 


its own self-respect to send forth to the people of 
the United States the imputations, he would not 


say calumnies, of an irritable, ill-tempered person, || 


under the authority of this House. Let it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as 


the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Smita] had | 
Let that committee investigate the sub- | 
ject, that it might be ascertained whether it should | 
If this committee | 


moved. 


be entertained by this House. 
should find it such a paper as in their judgment 
would justify the future action of the House, let 
¢hem take the responsibility of saying so, and then 
the paper might be printed. That, he believed, 
was the true course to be pursued, and he trusted 


the House would not lend its sanction to the pro- | 
| mulgation through the country of such a commu- | 


nication from an ill-tempered person. 
Mr. SMITH moved the previous question. 


Mr. HOLMES asked the gentleman from Con- | 


necticut to withdraw that motion for a moment. 
Mr. SMITH assented, that the gentleman from 


| South Carolina might make a single remark. 


Mr. HOLMES said he wished to make but a 
single remark. Although he agreed with his friend 
and célleague [Mr. Burt] that this mass of papers 
ought not to be printed until they had been exam- 
ined by a committee, he nevertheless could not but 
think that some deference was due to the person 
It might be that on these 
documents it was intended to found an impeach- 


| ment; but, be that as it might, he thought that | 
this House should treat with some respect the per- | 
| son to whom this Administration had committed | 


the perilous interests of this country in connection 
with the Republic of Mexico. 
motion for the previous question, 
Some conversation here ensued, in which Mr. 
HUNT, Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, and others 
took part. The previous question was then sus- 


tained, and the main question ordered. The ques- | 
tion having been divided, the motion to refer to the || 


Committee on Foreign Affairs was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHENCK called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to print, and they were ordered; 
and, being taken, were—yeas 83, nays 96: 

Mr. CLARKE move 


Ayes 77, noes 79. 


‘The question was then put on the reconsidera- | 
tion of the vote refusing to print, &c., and resulted | 


—ayes 85, noes 74; but before the result was an- 


/ nounced, the yeas and nays were called for and 


ordered, and, being taken, resulted: Yeus 88, nays 
93. So the House refused to reconsider. 
NAVAL PENSIONS. 
On motion of Mr. WHITE, the House pro- 


Houses on the amendments of the House to the 
Senate bill renewing certain naval pensions forthe 


| term of five years, and extending the benefits of 


existing laws respecting naval pensions to engi- 
neers, firemen, and coal-heavers, in the navy, and 


| to their widows. 
The report was read and concurred in, The | 
| Senate having previously concurred in said report, 
|| the bill stands passed. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House resolved 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, (Mr. Samira, of Indiana, in the chair,) 
and reaumed the consideration of the amendments 


of the Senate to the bill making appropriations for |! 





He renewed the | 


to reconsider the vote | 
just taken, and also moved to lay that motion on 
the table; which latter motion was nct agreed to: || 


| son, Harris, 


The committee left off last night at the fifty-sixth 


| amendment of the Senate. 
Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, said he had no |! 


His object in rising | 


The reading of the amendments was now con. 


_ tinued; some of them were agreed to; others agreed 


to with amendments; and many rejected. 

The committee then rose and reported their 
action to the House. 

Mr. VINTON entered into some explanations 


_in relation to some Indian claims which were the 


subject of discussion last night, when the propriety 
of the conduct of the Commissioner of Indian 


| Affairs was called in question; he exculpated the 


Commissioner, aid went into some detail of the 
facts of the respective cases. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL called the attention of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to some amendments introduced by the 
Senate for the payment of compensation to certain 
persons, among whom was a Mr. Dodge, for ser- 
vices as tobacco agent, and a Mr. Hogan, for ex- 
penses incurred at St. Domingo, for whose claims 
no vouchers were produced. 

A conversation ensued respecting them, in which 
several gentlemen took part. 

Mr. CLINGMAN also went into some elabo- 
rate explanations of the subject-matter of debate of 
last night, in connection with the Commissioner of 


Indian Affairs. 


Explanations were also made by Mr. DANIEL, 
Mr. MeDOW ELL, Mr. TOOMBS, Mr. VIN- 
TON, Mr. R. W. THOMPSON, and Mr. ASH. 
MUN, on various subjects. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, submitted an 


'| amendment to appropriate $50,000 out of the pai- 


ent fund for the erection of an additional wing to 
the Patent Office. The amendment was ruled to 
be out of order. 

Mr, ASH MUN offered an amendment to appro- 
priate one hundred and forty thousand dollars for 
the payment of claims by the States of Massachu- 
setts and Maine for meney advanced during th 
war with Great Britain. It was ruled out of 
order. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved the previous question on 
all the amendments; which was sustained by the 
House. : 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, it was ordered that 
the House take a recess this day from half-past 
three o’clock to half-past five o’clock, p. m. 

And the hour having arrived, the House took a 


_ recess till half-past five o’clock, p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 


_amendments of the Senate to the civil and diplo- 
| matic appropriation bill; and the question being, 


Will the House agree to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill? separate votes were taken, as 


| follows: 


On agreeing to the 49th amendment, which pro- 
vides for the payment of the expenses of the Uni- 
ted States ship Macedonian, on her recent voyage 
to convey provisions from the people of the United 
States to the famishing people of Ireland, under 
the command of Commander DeKay: Yeas 98, 
nays 67. So the amendment was concurred in. 

On agreeing to the 57th amendment, which pro- 
vides for the purchase by the Government of one 


_or both of the bridges across the eastern branch of 
| the Potomac: Yeas 83, nays 97. So the House 
refused to concur in this amendment. 


On agreeing to the 75th amendment, striking out 


| of the bill the appropriation for the removal of the 


as ba nati 
ceeded to consider the report of the Committee of || obstructions in the Savannah river: Yeas 95, nay 


Conference on the disagreeing votes of the two || 


92, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bing- 
ham, Birdsall, Bocock, Rotts, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brod- 
head, Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Cathcart, 
Chase, Beverly L. Clarke, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Collins, Cummins, Daniel, Darling, Dickinson, Gar- 
nett Dancan, E:tsall, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, French, 
Fulton, Green, Grinnell, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Haral- 

Henley, Hill, George 8. Houston, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Iverson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufinan, Kennon, Sidney 
Lawrence, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Lynde, Maclay, McClel- 
land, MeClernand, McDowell, MeKay, McLane, Job Mann, 
Meade, Miller, Morris, Murphy, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Petit, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, 
Simpson, Smart, Robert Smith, Stan Starkweatiier, 
Charles E. Stuart, Strong, Thomas, J Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, William ompzon, 
Thurston, Turner, Van Dyke, Venable, Wallace, 
Williams, and Woodward—95. : 
NAY S—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, 


Jick, 
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pianchard, Boydon, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Canby, 
Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, 
crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Daniel Duncan, 


punn, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan || 


Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Flournoy, Freedicy, Gayle, Goggin, 
Gott. Gregory Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, 
Henry, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hud- 
con, Hunt, Irvin, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas Buter || 
King, Daniel P. King, Witiam T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Mc- || 
Ivaine, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, 

Nelson, Nes, Newell, Outlaw, Palfrey, Pendleton, Pollock, | 


Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, John A. Rockwell, Roman, |; 


Rose, Root, Rumsey, St. Johan, Schenck, Sherrill, Silvester, | 
slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Stephens, 
Stroum, Tallmadge, Taylor, J 

Tuck, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, and White—92. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


On agreeing to the 80th amendment, to pay to 
the State of Virginia the amount recovered from 


her by judgments obtained through her own courts 1 journ. 


So the || 3 
|| past ten o’clock, p. m, 


On agreeing to the 82d amendment, which pro- || 


for commutation: Yeas 101, nays 79. 
amendment was concurred in. 


vides for the payment to David Taylor of $12,800 | 
for land reserved to him under the Cherokee treaty | 
of 1835, and of which he was subsequently de- 
prived: Yeas 63, nays 109. So the House refused | 
to concar im this amendment. 

On agreeing to the 85th amendment, which in- 
creases the appropriation for the eee of the 





' 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


|| this late hour to enter into an advacacy of the bill, | 


'| demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
'| Main question ordered, being first on the motion 
|| of Mr. Hovusron to refer the bill, which was re- 


|| jected: Yeas 66, nays 91. 


Mr. HAMMONS moved to lay the bill on the 
table. Rejected. 

The bill was then read a third time, and the ques- 
tion being on its passage— 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, obtained the floor, 


ohn B. Thompson, Toombs, || and wished to offer an amendment, which was ruled 


| out of order. 


| Mr. DIXON demanded the previous question. 


Mr. VINTON moved to lay the bill on the table. 


|| Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the House ad- 


Agreed to. 
The House accordingly adjourned at a quarter 


IN SENATE, 
Tavrspay, Jugust 10, 1848. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a report from the Secretary of War, made in 
compliance with a resolution of the 9th instant, in 


| relation to reclaiming the everglades in the State 
| of Florida. 


public lands from $65,000 to $115,000: Yeas 91, |) Public Lands. 
nays 84. So this amendment was concurred in. || 
On agreeing to the 89th amendment, which ap- || REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


propriates $30,060 for the continuation of surveys || 


and explorations, &c., in Oregon and California, |) 


by J. C. Frémont: Yeas 29, nays 128. So the | 


| 
House refused to concur in the amendment. 1 
| 


On agreeing to the 92d amendment, which allows 
John Hogan $1,250 for services and expenditures 
as political agent in St. Domingo, in the years 1842 


| : Y ; ire aes : 
on FORDE Se FU NaS Ces” Sk: Se RE || Judiciary, asked that the Committee be discharged | 


| from the further consideration of the petition of | 
| William H. Rogers. 


was congurred in. 

On agreeing to the 93d amendment, which pro- 
vides for paying Joshua Dodge, late special tobacco 
agent from the United States to the various Gov- 


ante of . st \ be discharged from the further consideration of the | 
ne eer nes arene ser, Seen ee | following bills, which was agreed to: 
The bill changing the places and fixing the times | 


Yeas 96, nays 71. So the amendment was con- 
curred in. 

The 98th amendment, which provides for pay- | 
ment to the Creek {ndians of a balance in the treas- 


ury of $142,055 91, out of a fund of $250,000, part | 


of the proceeds for land ceded by said Indians to || trict court of the 


the United States, and set apart for the payment | 
of claims of certain citizens of Georgia, was amend- 
ed by the Committee of the Whole so as to pro- 
vide that the said sum of $142,055 91 shall remain 
in the treasury as a permanent fund, to bear an 
interest of six per cent., which interest is to be an- 
nually devoted to the establishment and mainte- 
nance of schools in the Creek nation. This amend- 
ment, as amended, was concurred in. 

The 99th amendment of the Senate provides for | 
the payment to the Creek nation of Indians of | 
$43,333 33, in satisfaction of thirteen hundred 


Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on Print- 
| ing, made an elaborate report; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the captors 
of the frigate Philadelphia; which was read a first 
| time. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the 





Mr. DAYTON also moved that the Committee 


of holding the circuit and district courts in the dis- 
trict of Vermont. 

The bill to change the place of holding the dis- 
nited States for the middle dis- 
trict of Alabama. 

Also, from the memorial of Charles F’. Sibbald. 

Mr. HANNEGAN, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported House bill to surren- 
der to the State of Indiana the Cumberland road, 
in the said State, without amendment, and urged 
| upon the Senate its immediate consideration; which 
was agreed to, and the bill was passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, asked that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petitions of Patrick Masterson, of Rebecca Robe- 
son, and of W. Rall. 





Creek emigrants, friends and followers of General 
Mcintosh, who were emigrated to the West in 1829 || 
by Colonel Crowell; which was amended in Com- || 
mittee of the Whole. by adding a proviso that the |, 
recipients of the said sum shall make proof, to the 
satisfaction of the President of the United States, 





| 





Mr. JOHNSON also, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Eliza 
Buchanan. 

Mr. JOHNSON also, from the same committee, 
asked that the committee be discharged from the 


that they have full power to receive and receipt for further consideration of House bill forthe relief 


the same, and also that they shall first execute to || 
the United States a release in full for principal and 
interest on account of the emigration of said thir- | 
teen hundred Creek Indians. This amendment, 
as amended, was concurred in. 

The action of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the other amendments of 
Senate was then concurred in. 


MOBILE AND OHIO RAILROAD. 


On motion of Mr. HUNT, the House proceeded 
to the consideration of the business on the Speak- 
er’s table, viz: 

The Senate bill granting to the State of Alabama 
the right of way and a donation of public Jand for 
making a railroad from Mobile to the mouth of the 
Ohio river, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Ala., briefly and warmly 
opposed the bill, and moved its reference to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

_Mr. KING, of Georgia, obtained the floor, and 
yielded to— | 

Mr. GREEN whi defended the bill, and sus- 
tained the constitutionality and the expediency of 
the — grant. 

Mr. KING resumed the floor, and declining at 





of Catharine Clarke, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, 


Mr. CAMERON submitted the following: 


Resolved, Thut the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate any information that may be within 
the knowledge of the department in reference to claims 
made against the Cherokees who are parties to the treaty of 
August 6, 1846, especially against that portion of the nation 
called Old Settlers, or Western Cherokees, for services or 
any other aid and assistance rendered the said Cherokees, 
in the prosecution of the‘: claim, which resulted in the treaty 
afterwards. if such claims are based on written contracts, 
he is requested to state whether the contracts were made 
by the duly authorized representatives of the Cherokees, in 
their national or aggregate capacity, for the benefit of those 
who are made recipients by the treaty in all moneys arising 
out of the settlement of their claims. And also whether, 
within the knowledge of the department, such contracts 
have been fully and faithfully complied with, as far as prac- 
ticable, by the other parties named inthem. And that he 
will communicate the evidence upon which he bases his 
opinion, with any paper in possession of the department 
showing the extent of the services rendered, and the char- 
acter of the claims thus made againstthe moneys which may 
be awarded under the treaty of August 6, 1846. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House to the bill making appropria- 
tions for Nee peenet light-boats, buoys, &c., and 
providing for the erection and establishment of the 
same. 


it was referred to the Committee on | 
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On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the amendments of 
| the House weré concurred in, with the « xception 
| of the last amendment, and the House was duly 
| notified of the fact. 


Mr. Lewis, of Alabama, was appointed on the 
Committee on Printing, in the place of Mr. Bor- 
LAND, during the recess. 


The Senate then took up the bill to establish 
certain post routes, with the amendments reported 
thereto; and, after several amendments had been 
adopted— 

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 


Mr. NILES moved to amend the bill, by insert- 
| ing, as an additional section, the bill reported by 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
to reduce the rates of postage. 

Mr. NILES explained that a bill had been re- 
ceived from the Welkes of Representatives which 
made a greater reduction in the rates of postage 
than was proposed.by this bill. The reductions 
in that bill embraced a variety of features; but.in 
some points it was very objectionable. The bill 
now offered as an amendment, was simple in its 
provisions. If any objection was made to it, he 
would withdraw it. But as the session was ap- 
proaching its close, and there would be no other 
opportunity to act on the subject, he would be 
gratified if the Senate would take a vote on the 
proposition 

Mr. BORLAND said he was ppposed to the 
distinction made between the transportation of 
newspapers within a distance of thirty miles and 
those which were transported fifty or sixty miles. 
The clause, as it stands, would do very well for 
cities, and where the population was dense, but 
it would not answer at all in the remote parts of 
the country, where subscribers live a great dis- 
tance apart. ‘. 

Mr. DICKINSON proposed an amendment to 
allow the transportation of country papers to any 
distance, free of postage. 

Mr. WESTCOTT desired to see all newspapers 
put on the-same footing, whether city or country, 
and without regard to distances. He was opposed 
to partial benefits. ; 

fr. BENTON remarked, that you might travel 
in the West some hundred miles without coming 
toatown. He thought there was no equality in 
the bill as it stood, making as it did an invidious 
distinction. 

Mr. CAMERON referred to the provision of 
the bill which allowed the newspapers to pass free 


pcegneelinnnaiienenanipmatanmem—re — —_—— - dienes —e 


in the county where they were published. The 
daily papers published in cities derived great ad- 
vantages from the ilitroduction of steam power. 
They made up their weekly papers from the daily, 
and circulated them with greater facility than was 
possessed by the country editors. He had an 
amendment prepared, which he thought would 
meet the case, so as to remove any objection. 

The amendment was not submitted, as it was 
decided to be out of order at this stage of the pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. ALLEN said, there would never be a law 
which did not operate more hardly on one than on 
another. He looked to the aggregate good which 
would be effected. He went on so speak of the 
condition of printers, who are proverbially poor. 
He never knew a rich printer. They work harder 
for nothing than any other class of persons. Their 
debts were,geparately, small, though large in the 
aggregate, and are so scattered over the country 
that they can scarcely ever be collected. He 
thought this little boon granted to them should be 
willingly given. 

Mr. DICKINSON also alluded to the power of 
the city papers to put down the country press. 
He thought his amendment would have the effect 
of sustaining the country papers. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, at this stage, called for the 
special order, being the bill to establish a Territo- 
rial Government in Oregon, but the motion was 
not sustained. 

Mr. NILES stated, that the entire exemption of 
papers from postage would diminish the compen- 
sation of the small postmasters, while it would add 
greatly to the burden of business thrown upon 
them. The tax of half a cent would enable the 
postmasters to defray the expense of putting up 
the papers and delivering them. , 

Mr. DOUGLAS renewedtis call for the special 
| order, and asked for the yeas and nays, which 
| were ordered. 
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The question was then taken,and decided as fol- | 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, 
Breese, Bright, Corwin, Davis of Massnelusetts, Dayton, 
Dix, Dodge, Dougias, Downs, Feich, Fitzgerald, Greene, |) 
Hale, Houston, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Georgia, {| 
Lewis, Mason, Miller, Phelps, Upham, and Webster—26. i} 

NAYS—Measrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Boriaud, 
Butier, Cathoun, Cameron, Foote, Hamlin, Hannegan, Han- || 
ter, Johnson of Louisiana, King, Mangum, Metcalfe, Niles, || 
Pearce, Sebustian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Under- {| 
wood, and Yulee—24. 


OREGON. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of | 
the bill to establish a Territorial Government in || 
Oregon. ; \| 
" The question being’ on the motion of Mr. Un- || 
DEKWooD, to strike out, in page seventeen, line one, || 
the worda, “ thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes,” || 
} 

| 





and inserting “forty-two;” and also the words, 
*‘usually known as the Missouri compromise’’— 

Mr. WEBSTER addressed the Senate. He 
admitted the propriety of the establishment of a 


| covert attacks, 


| Heaver 


the character of this bill for the establishment of a 
Territory in Oregon from what it was two years 


| ago. Then it was comparatively innocent; now 
| he regarded it as a-masked battery, from behind 


which the institations of the South were to be as- 
sailed with a firm determination to subdue them. 


| The South would not fear a contest. She was ready 


to meet her opponents in a fair and open man- 
ner, but she would rise indignant against these 
He was ready‘to embark in the 
boat with his State, and to trust it to the eare of 
beautifully are the elements of our 


| Government arranged, that they scarcely require 


the agency of man to secure their harmonious and 
permanent progress. But the act of man could per- 


| vert and destroy these tendencies, and produce 


discord and confusion. 
Mr. DOUGLAS, desiring to have the bill placed 
in a proper shape, would not make any remarks in 


| this stage. 


Mr. HALE then made sdme observations, re- 


Térritorial Government in Oregon, and he was_|| ferring to the history of the Texas annexation 


willing to vote for this bil) as it came from the 
House. If amended as now. proposed, he would 
not be able to vote for it. He recited the words | 
of the section, and said, the amendment proposed i} 
gave a reason for the application of the principle || 
of the ordinance of 1787 to the Territory of Oregon. || 
When a single reason was given for any set, it was | 
intended to be inferred that there were no other || 
reasons, TheMerritory of Oregon was above the 
line of the Missouri compromise. His objection 
to slavery was irrespective of lines and points of 
latitude: it took in the whole country, and the 
whole question. He was opposed to it in every 
shape, and in every qualification; and was against | 
any compromise of the question, 

As to California and New Mexico, he said it 
was easy to foresee to what the acquisition of this 
Territory would lead. He wished it were as easy | 
to see that there would be a harmonious conclusion 
of the matter. He congratulated himself that he 
had taken no part in the late war, except to oppose | 
its commencement with all his might, and at the 
close to oppose the treaty with all his might. He 
believed the war itself to be a calamity. He looked 
on the treaty by which it had been concluded as a 
calamity; and he greatly feared that the treaty 
would turn out to be the most permanent calamity. 

Mr. BUTLER contended that the establishment 
of governments in the Territories of California and 
New Mexico, ought to have been embraced in this 
Oregon bill. Le disapproved of this policy of giv- 
ing especial protection to the Territories north of 
the Missouri line of compromise, and giving to the | 
North all that valuable portion of the Union. The | 
resolutions of the State of Virginia, which were 
referred to the other day by a Senator from that 
State, [Mr. Mason,] had been responded to by all 
the southern States of the Union. He thought 
States should never pass resolutions until ghey were 
sure that the citizens would sustain themé He would 


} 





and the Oregon question in connection with it, At 


| the time of the passage of the Texas resolution, | 
| the Oregon question was introduced, and a motion 


was made to attach it to the Texas bill. The 
mover did not withdraw his motion, and the Ore- 
gon feature was sustained by a large majority. 
The two South Carolina Senators voted against 


| the consideration of the bill in the Senate, and thus | 


defeated it; and when he coupled this with a dec- 
laration of a South Carolina Representative in the 
House, that if the clause prohibiting the introduc- 


tion of slavery in Oregon prevailed, it would be 


| defeated in the Senate,—when he 


| understood and concocted agreement. 
| of the course of the Senator from South Carolina, 
, and was about to remark on his manner, when— 





tell the Senate that his advice to his constituents 
would be, to go to these new Territories with arms 


in their hands; to go as armed communities, and || 


take possession of the lands which they had helped | 
to acquire, and see who would attempt to dispos- 
sess them. ¢ Would the military force of the Uni- 
ted States se oatiown the ploughman at his ponshi 
So help him God, he would so advise his constitu- 
ents, to take with them their property there, and 
settle atall hazards. He was willing, had the com- | 
i 
| 


promise bill passed, to bow to it, and if the decis- 
ion of the Supreme Court should have been ad- 
verse to his opinions, he would submit to itg But 
that bill had been not only rejected by the House 
of Representatives, but it bad been treated with so 
little respect, that.he felt it due to himself and to | 
the South to let their position be well understood. 
He was opposed to the bill, 

He had always opposed a war of conquest and | 
aggrandizement, for he had foreseen that our tri- 
umphs would turn out to be apples of discord from 
which serious evils would result. He should now 
take his position, and let Congress make what laws 
they may, he would advise his constituents to assert 
their rights with arms in their hands, and take 
possession of the land. The subtleties and soph- 
isms of the laws of nations would be feeble bar- 
riers to the spirit which would show itself in the 
South. He would go home and tell his constitu- 
ents these views, and he trusted he had not so 
much infirgity as to shrink from carrying them 
into effect.” Wimes and circumstances had changed 





| 


ie certs. ee a 


ut these facts 
together, they appeared to him to be tndicative of an 
He spoke 


Mr. BUTLER explained that the proceedings 
of the South Carolinians were marked as much by 
moderation and calmness as by determination. 

Mr. HALE resumed. They were doubtless as 


, much marked by moderation and calmness as was 


the course of their Senators here; and if this was 


| moderation and calmness, he would like to know 


what was heat find intemperance. We are told 
that if we do not yield to their wishes, they will 


|| resist to blood. 


Mr. BUTLER did not say that it would be so, 
but that he would give his advice to that effect. 

Mr. HALE said, if the voice of the Senator went 
deep into the hearts of his constituents, he might 

roduce much mischief. - 

Mr. UNDERWOOD withdrew his proposition 
to amend, as he perceived the sense of the Senate 
was against it. 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
as reported by the Committee— 

Mr. CALHOUN said he should vote against the 
amendment, because he regarded it as ambiguous, 
and he was against all ambiguity. Again, he op- 
posed ijt because the North could not be more de- 
termined to exclude the South than he was to resist 
such exclusion. He would be as firm in maintain- 
ing his ground as Northern Senators were in main- 
taining theirs. A majority would always be able 
to carry their views; but here a minority, aided by 
a few from the majority, attempted to impose on 
the South restrictions which could not be submit- 
ted to. 

This question, in his opinion, would never heal 
itself; that it must go through, and that the sooner 
it is met the better. He believed the question would 
never heal or be terminated here. In the body 
politic, as well as in the natural seer there are 
diseases which, if not timely checked, must end 
fatally. There is an impression here that slavery 
is sinful. This was not rashly asserted by him, as 
he had resided some time in New England, and had 
then become convinced that it would lead to serious 
evils. How it came up here, he would not now 
stop to examine. This Government had assumed 
a consolidating tendency, and this has produced 
a perversion of feeling and of policy, of which the 
course now pursued in relation to the South is one 
of the effects. The country is now agitated through- 
out; and there are political circumstances which 
will prevent this excitement from dying out. The 
conviction of the sinfulness of slavery in the North 
will keep this excitement from subsiding. 

He then adverted to-the influence of this ques- 
tion on the pending Presidential election, and the 
effects it must exert on the vote of the South. Each 
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arty will try to keep this question separat 

| co the people in the darke and to iapepepes the 
|| discussion of it, lest it might result in injury, He 
intimated that the South must naturally incline io 
|| yield to the North; and touched-upon the sueve,. 


| tions made by the Southern delegations as to the 


|| course to be pursued to put down abolition. A qi. 

|| ference of opinion arising between the members 

| the course adopted by the House in the reception 

| of abolition petitions had led to constant discord 

| and uproar, while in the Senate only one petition 

|| on the subject had ever been erie there with. 
out the er of reception being called. 

He referred to the insurrections of the slaves jy, 
the West India Islands; and the same spirit, thougly 
suppressed, exists here. He dreaded the resuly 
which would follow, if the same spirit which now 
animated the North should continue to grow and 
spread. He feared that the effect of this growing 
spirit was felt in this Senate, where the compro: 
mise bill was introduced and passed; yet, when it 
| was rejected in the House, and this bill relating to 
Oregon came here, not one of those Northern Sen- 
ators who were friendly to that compromise yep- 
tured to movean amendment by attaching the com- 
promise bill to this Oregon bill. He referred to the 
positions taken by the South and the North on the 
slave question. The latter had been unable to mee: 
| theareuments of the Southern Senators, and turned 
out of the direct course to discuss the question 
of the extension of territory, which was not cop- 
nected with the subject, and was not advocated by 
a single representative from his State. He would 
now te}l the people of the South that they can never 
settle this question until they take it into their own 
| hands. It was unnecessary for him to assert now 
his regard for the Union. His whole life was suf- 
ficiently known. His time, his mind, and all his 
energies had been given to it; and he made a solemn 
appeal to the Senate not, by their own hands, to 
destroy this glorious fabric of our Cénstitution. 
He believed, if the great struggle should come, the 
calamity will not fall the heaviest on the South. 
In the North the divisions were so numerous as to 
keep the people distracted and disunited, while in 
the South all are united. He admitted that the 














South was poor in comparison with the North; but 
if slavery had impoverished the South, had it im- 
| poverished the North? Slavery had benefited all 
mankind—all countries but the South. Slavery, 
like the waters of the Nile, had spread its fertili- 
zing influences over-all the world. It had benefited 
all but the Southern planter, who had been the 
tator, the friend,as well as the master, of the slave, 
and had raised him up to civilization. And the 
South had made great concessions to the North for 
the purpose of cementing the Union. 

Mr. MANGUM said he should vote for the 
amendment, because he regarded it as a modifica- 
tion; but whether it prevailed or not, he should 

vote against the bill. ; 
| Mr. NILES said the whole course of the South 
had in view the extension of slavery. He denied 
that the South had been weakened, and compelled 
to make concessions to the North. The compro- 
| mise bill was no concession of the South, even in 
| the opinions of southern men themselves, and cer- 
tainly it was not so in the general estimation of 
the country. He complained that the Senator from 
South Carolina had traced the present crisis to 4 
wrong cause, when he attributed it to the abolition- 
ists of the North. The real faet is, that it springs 
from the opposition made by the free States to the 
southern policy of extending the institution of 
slavery over the new Territories. This is resisted 
by the free States, and they are prepared to resist 
| it to the last. ‘They think the slave power strong 
enough, and they will oppose every effort to ex- 





tend slavery over the continent. The movement 
of the North was forced upon them, by the attempt 
to mix up this slavery question with the politics 
of the country. It had been given out by the 
South that no candidate for the Presidency should 
be supported there who did not pledge himself 
against the Wilmot proviso. Now, when this 
course was taken, it was incumbent on the North 
to make a counteracting movement. " 

Mr. BUTLER said the South did not take this 
course until ten of the northern States had pledged 
themselves in an opposite manner. 

Mr. NILES admitted that this was true. But 

the distinction: the northern Slo aah —— 
rted their opinions as a principle, whi 

thair pledge ane awful threat of 
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yalification if their wishes are not complied with. 

Phe Senator fram South Carolina had spoken of | 
pis attachment to the Union, and declared he | 
would make a struggle to preserve it; and then he || 


1 
i} 


sid they must take the matter into their own || nothing to prevent such calamities. 


hands—meaning the slaveholders. 
take charge of the Union, He preferred doing it 
in the usual way, through the legitimate medium, | 
and this he presumed would be the general im- || 
pression. e had no fears for the Union. It has || 
strength enough to resist any collisions. The ques- | 
‘ion, if not settled by Congress, will finally setue | 
itself. He would vote agatnst the proposition. || 

Mr. WEBSTER and Mr. NILES muwually ex- || 

Jained on the subject of the existence of slavery 
sn Texas at the time of annexation. } 

Mr. METCALFE then expressed his intention 
to vote for the bill, whether it contained the com- || 
nromise or not. He stated, that like the Senator 
from Massachusetts, he had been opposed to the | 
war, and ifhe did not oppose the treaty, forsooth, 
st was because it was the best we could do—bad 
enough, it is true—but there was no alternative. 
He thought it would now be the best thing we || 
could do, if we could give back the whole of this 
new territory, and take again our fifteen or eighteen || 
millions which we have to pay for it. Kentucky, 
while she stretched out one arm to the North, 
would not withdraw her other haad from the | 
South. She thought the South was now in the 
right; but he believed that the North would, in the || 
hour of need, act apenas and that the Union | 
would not be endangered. The honorable Sen- | 
ator, who had uttered once the noble sentiment— | 
“ Union now and forever”—would himself stand | 
by the South in the time of need; and he did not || 
believe that the South would take the matter into || 
their hands. He said the sons of the South came || 
into Kentucky and stole wane their daughters and 
cousins, and Kentucky sent her boys, by way of 
retaliation, to steal the southern girls; and while 
this game was fairly played, it was idle to talk of | 
disunion, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, made some re- 
marks in reply to what had fallen from the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, in the course of which | 
he stated, that if the North had come to a fixed | 
determination to prevent the South by legislation | 
from carrying their slaves into the new Territories, | 
the States could remain together no longer. This || 
he stated, not as his individual opinion, but as the | 
sentiment of the South. He believed in the ex- 
istence of the power in Congress to pass a law to | 
prohibit slavery, and if such a law were presented || 
to the Supreme Court for a decision on its consti- 
tutionality, it would be in favor of the law. Asa || 
judicial question, the decision would be against | 
the protection of the South. 

In reference to the annexation of Texas, he | 
stated that it was advocated by Senators from the | 
northern States as advantageous to the North on || 
account of the market which it would open for their || 
manufactures; and he adverted to the fact that || 
some of the Senators had been induced to vote for 
it by the promise of the President, that he would 
act upon the alternative proposition. 

He had voted for the compromise bill, because | 
he thought it the only mode of settling the ques- | 
ion. \ 

Mr. WEBSTER said he only spoke for him- || 
self; he did not speak for the North. He did not || 
know what the North is, or where the North is. |: 
He had been among the- earliest to oppose acqui- || 
sitions of foreign territory. He referred to the || 
maxim of Lord Bacon—that the best way to avoid 
any domestic disputes or difficulties, was to avoi 
the occasion for them; and said, that in accordance | 
with this fnaxim, he (Mr. W.) had always op- 
posed the acquisition of foreign territory. There | 
were wiser heads than Lord Bacon’s now. There + 
are persons who will provoke occasions, or cer- | 
tainly will meet them and adopt circumstances, 
as they may arise. He then referred to the course 
of the remarks of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, and went on to show that there was no con- 
Stitutional authority for the acquisition of foreign 
territory, and that no one had pretended to show | 
any constitutional warrant for the power exercised 
by Congress, without the consent of the States, to | 
make laws for Territories which never came within | 
the conteraplation of the Constitution or its framers. | 
He enumerated the difficulties in which thid acqui- | 
sition of territory had plunged us, He was not, 
apprehensive of any disunion. He never contem- : 
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THE 


plated its possibility. He was not one of those 


as were to | lution of the Union is among those possible calam- 
| ities; but what could human wisdom do to further, 


| heard on this. subject. 


| admitted the pressing occasion for the establish- || 


|| Session, no great injury could result from the de- 
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| In said Territory of North California, slavery or involuntary 
who accustom themselves to speak of such a con- | 5,rritude (except for crime) shall be prohibited. Tn said 
: J ‘ ’ fery may exist : 
tingency, An earthquake may come, & volcano || the people of said Territory in forming hate cantatas 
may burst forth; but human foresight can do || may direct. Both said Territories of North and South Cal- 
So the disso- |! ifrnia shall be organized in every other respect as the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon is provided to be organized by this act. 
i Mr. DOWNS proposed the following as an 
in advance of it, the happiness of the human race? | amendment, but subsequently withdrew it, after 
He believed there was a disposition everywhere || Some remarks: 
to support the Union, and that five out of six of At te 278 “ ne Na ae . that part of the bill (8. 324) 
our citizens would be glad to give back jpe new, to establish the ‘Territorial Governments of Oregon, Cal- 
; : : 4 ifo , and Ne exie sti 
Territories we have ecantrnd. {| hobiewien roe erie 2 prea 
Mr. BERRIEN made a few remarks, for the Page seventeen, section twenty-one, line three, strike ont 
purpose of inducing the Senator from Massachu- a Sukie te aro ren and after the word 
setts to review his legal opinion as to the absence ||.) UrtY-cight® in the seventh line, insert “lying north of 
; - ane Sa thirty-six degrees thirty minute: ati 7 
of all power in the Constitution for the acquisition | ‘ i cemmcies aaa 
of foreign territory. He assigned the reasons || the words “ or respecting slavery,” and insert in eu of them 
which induced him to differ from these opinions. | a said eae slavery or involuntary servitude (ex- 
Mr. FOOTE said he rose for the purpose of put- cept for crime) shall be prohibited. 


; . Page twenty-four, section twenty-eight, line three, stri 
ting an end to the debate. He saw no probability |, ont the words “called New Mexico,” and in the on 


Page twenty-two, section tWenty-six, line ten, strike out 


| of proper deliberation being given to this bill at |, line, after the word “ forfeiture,’ insert “lying south of the 
chin tate period of the session, Several amend- | said line of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude, 
commonly called the Missouri compromise line.” 


ments had been offered, among them, one of his || _ Page thirty, section thirty-three, line nine, strike out the 
own, and. several Senators were very anxious to be || words or respecting slavery,”’ and insert in lieu of them, 
hee . He did not see any possi- | rn “ ean eee Y prigesl “and the said Territory 
uity of deciding the stio is session. ew Mexico shall stand in all respects, in regard to sin- 
y s question at this session. He || Very, on the same footing as did the Territory of Louisiana 

! 


‘ at the time of its cession to the United States,” 
ment of a government in Oregon; but he thought, || ‘The question was then taken on the amend- 
that as it was so short an interval until the next |’ ment of the Committee on the ‘Territories to 


insert the words: “That inasmuch as the said 
Territory is north of the parallel of 36° 30° of 
withdrew it, on the pledge that it would be re- || forth latitude, usually known as the Missouri 


newed b }] ise.”? i i 
“4g . || compromise,’ &c., with the understanding that 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, who said that the || jn case the above amendment of the commit- 


South honestly held the opinion that Congress has | tee should be voted down. the question should 


no power to prohibit slavery. He believed the || he taken on the amendment sent to the Chairby Mr 
contrary opinion was entertained with equal hon- | pougras embracing the Missouri com eae ; 
esty in the North. If the North, having the ma- || The yeas and nays having been called, the ques- 
jority, insist on exercising the power, what can | tion was decided 26 follows: . q 
follow but the degradation of the South, or the || ypas_ Messrs. Bright and Douglas—2 
dissolution of the Union? The only remedy was | NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bald- 
a justand honorable compromise. If the Missouri || win, Bell, Benton, Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, Breese 
J f Ys > 
compromise was offered to the South in the spirit || Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Mas- 
in which it was offered in 1820, she would accept || FC pUsets, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, 


1 ; : | Dodge, Downs, Felch, Fitzgerald, Foote, Greene, Hale 
it. He desired to know from the chairman of the || Hanlin, Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, 


Committee ‘on Territories whether the Missouri || Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, 
compromise in the bill was tendered in the spirit aa ones Se aeed wae Niles, rearee, Phelps, 
in which it was offered in 1820? || Sebastian, Spruance, ‘Turney, Underwood, Upham, Walker, 


Mr. DOUGLAS replied in the affirmative. He|; The question was then taken on the amendment 
made a few-remarks in explanation of his own | 


; over | embracing the Mi i i 4 
course. He gave his own opinion in the affirma- | cing the Missouri compromise, and it was 


‘ : | decided as follows: 
tive, but said that was not the understanding of || ~ \,, 4 ; 
this Gochnenitien- S {| YEAS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 


; : ’ : z ... || Borland, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Davis of Mis- 
= = renewed his motion to lay the bill | sissippi, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Fiwgerald, Foote, 
on the table. °* 


ron Houston, aye ohnson of Mary senna 
. , || of Louisiana, Johnson o orgia, King, Lewis, Mangum 
ihe Hanae then took a recess until half-past five Mason, Metcalfe, Pearce, Sebastian, Spruance, Sunde, 
o'clock. Turney, and Underwood—33. 

NAYS—Messra. Allen, Atherton, Baldwin, Bradbur 
NIGHT SESSION. | Breese, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayron 


lay. He moved to lay the bill on the table, but 





The question pending when the Senate took a |i Dix, Dodge, Feich, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Niles, | 


» . or § 

recess was the motion of Mr. Foore to lay the | pean. ice, ONE aP CISPR eT se: Pray oa 
Oregon bill on the table. The question was taken |, The other amendments of the committee, striking 
by yeas and nays, and decided in the negative: || 0Ut the limitation on the mileage of the delegate, 
yeas 15, nays 36, as follows: } caensih ee s Sound” instead of Nis- 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Borland, But- | eer epeae. ‘ 
ler, Foote, Hunter, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Pearce, | The question was about to be taken on the en- 
Sebastian, ‘l'urney, Westcott, and Yulee—15. || grossment, when— 
ee Onn een eee Brad- Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved to strike 

ry, Breese, Bright, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachu- : . 
setts, Davis of Mississippi Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, | out all after the rrke eee insert the biit 
Douglas, Downs, Felch, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, | which had passed the Senate and been laid on the 
Remanee, agen eens) oan of Lou- || table by the House; but, na the urgent appeal of 
siana, Mason, Metcalfe, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Spruauce, || Messrs. BERRIEN, M TCALFE, and other 
Underwood, Upbam, Walker, and Webster—3o. Senators round him, he withdrew it. ; 


A debate then ensued which was kept up with || And the question was taken on the engrossment, 


|| Webster, and Westeott—52. -) 


UNTER, KING, FOOTE, DOUGLAS, MA- 
SON,WEBSTER, BERRIEN, WALKER, BUT- 


| 
reat spirit until near 10 o’clock, in which Messrs. | 
LER, CALHOUN, BRIGHT, DICKINSON, | 


and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Atéhison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Borland, Breese, Bright, Butier, Cameron, Clayton, Davia of 
Mississippi, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Fitzgerald, Han- 
negan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, Jobnson of 


METCALFE, UNDERWOOD, DAVIS of Mis- | 
sissippi, HANNEGAN, and others, participated. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, read the follow- 
ing amendment, which he proposed to offer, and 
whi 


ch he explained in a few words. He subse- 
quently declined to offer it: | Phelps, Upham,Walker, Webster, and Wesicou—2. 

To add the following section : | : ; : 

And be it further enacted, ‘That all that portion of terri- || oun a was hen = a third time and passed. _/ 
tory delineated as California and New Mezico on Disturnell’s | e Senate adjourned. 
Map of Mexico, a copy of which map was added to the late | 
treaty of ee between the United Statesand | 
Mexico, shall*be divided by an east and west line, and con- || 
stitute two distinct Territorial Governments. The northern || 

rtion of said ‘T'eritory of California and New Mexico shall || 

ye known and styled North California, the southern portion | 
of said Territory shalt be known and styled South Califor- i 
nia. The dividing line between them shall be the parallel 
of 364 degrees north latitude, (from the Rio Grande to the 
Pacific,) commonly known as the Missouri compromise line. 


Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Mangum, 
| Mason, Meteatfe, Pearce, Sebastian, uance, Sturgeon, 
| Turney, and Underwood—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Baldwin, Bradbury, 
| Calhoun, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, 
Dix, Dodge, Feich, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Niles, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fray, August 11, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


| Mr, JONES, of ceoreeee: aes to reconsider 
the vote by which the House yesterday agreed to 
the anusiesanne? the Senate to the bill of the House 
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to change the time of holding the district courts of 


the United States in the western district of Virginia, | 


and for other purposes. 
After some conversation between Messrs. JONES, 


MEADE, and others— 
Mr. MEADE moved to la 
sider on the table; on which the yeas and nays 
were taken, and resulted: Yeas 67, nays 86. 
The motion not being agreed to— 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the | 


previous question, which was seconded; and, under 
the operation thereof, the vote by which the House 


concurred in the Senate’s amendment was recon- || 


sidered. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of the Senate to the said bill; and, being put, 
it was decided in the negative, under the operation 
of the previous question. 


So the House refused to concur with the Senate | 


in their amendment to the said bill, 


MOBILE AND OHIO RAILROAD. 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to 


i 
| 
} 
j 


> ’ 
the motion to recon- 





Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved an 
amendment restricting the location of the lands. 


was seconded. 


On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed; and, being taken, stood as follows: Yeas 102, 
nays 79. 

r. HAMMONS moved to reconsider this vote, 
and moved to lay that motion on the table; which 
latter m@ion was agreed to. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, it was resolved 
that the House do insist upon its disagreement to 
certain of the amendments of the Senate to the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill; and it was also 
ordered that a committee of conference on the part 
of the House be appointed to confer with a similar 
committee on the Senate’s part on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on said amendments. 

Messrs. Vinton, McKay, and Hupson were 


| appointed said conimittee. 


reconsider the vote. by which the bill granting to || 


the State of Alabama the right of way and a dona- 


tion of public lands for making a railroad from | 


Mobile to the mouth of the Ohio river was ordered 
to be read a third time; and, after making a few 


the previous question on the motion to reconsider, 
which was not seconded, 


| 


Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to whom were referred the Senate’s 
amendments to the bill making appropriations for 
the support of the army for the year ending June 


| 30, 1849, reported the same back to the House. 
remarks in support of his motion, Mr. R. moved || 


| 


Mr. VINTON hoped the bill would be further || 
amended, by adding further guards to prevent |! 
abuses that would necessarily follow its passage || 


in its present shape. 


The land granted here was || 
not to be located on the line of the proposed road, || 


nor even in the State where it lay, but might || 


be laid in any of the States of the Union. 
was given in advance for a work not commenced, 


and was to be granted to a State for the benefit of 


a private corporation, There was no proviso in 
the bill to prevent these lands being sold at any 


|, system of international exchanges. 


It || 


They were, together with the bill, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


On motion of Mr. HUNT, the House pro- 
ceeded to consider the business on the Speaker’s 
table. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
communication from Alexandre Vattemare, tender- 
ing to the members of the House of Representa- 
tives his grateful acknowledgments for the very 


| liberal manner in which he has been welcomed by 


= they chose to set upon them, and this might'|| 
ve fixed so low as effectually to prevent all sales of || 
the public lands in the neighborhood of the granted || 


land. And if this bill succeeded, similar grants 
would be applied for all over the new States, and 
thus that great branch of the public revenue arising 
from the sales of the public lands would be dried 
up. Then how could the country discharge its 
obligations to thé public creditor? It would oper- 
ate to introduce a new and very injurious system 
into our land system, and raise such a clamor in 
the West that the Government would be obliged 
to buy back the lands granted. 

Mr. TOMPKINS spoke in reply. As to the lib- 
erty to locate the lands in all parts of the Union, 
the friends of the bill were willing and ready to 
insert a guard to confine it to the neighborhood of 
the roads. The objection that the work was not 


| 
| 


in progress had not been urged in the case of the | 
gentieman’s State, which had obtained grants of || 


land for works not begun; but he was mistaken in | 


the fact, for these works were actually commenced || 


and in progress.. Nor was the grant to inure to 


private corporations; but some of these roads were | 


made and owned by the State, and the grant was 
asked for by State Legislatures for the States con- 
cerned, In reply to the objection that the bill 
would stop the sule of the public lands, the lands 
now were not saleable, and, unless these roads were 
opened, never would be. 
would be any clamor. On one of the roads, one 
hundred and forty miles in length, there were not 
forty miles of public lands, 
and poor, and were valuable chiefly on account of 
timber. The Government gave away nothing, and 
might get much in theend. But, if it got nothing, 
the wealth of a country consisted in productive in- 
dustry, and the bill would turn a barren waste into 
a settled and happy region. The opposite policy 
was thai of a narrow-minded miser. 


them as the humble exponent and advocate of the 


table, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, it was 
resolved that the House do insist upon its amend- 
ment to the Senate bill giving effect to certain treaty 
stipulations between this and foreign governments 
for the apprehension and delivering up of certain 
offenders, and also that a committee of conference 
be appointed to meet a similar committee on the 


art of the Senate on the disagreement of the two | 


fouses on said bill. 


Messrs. Incersoiti, Lumpxin, and Taytor, 
were appointed said committee. 


OREGON BILL. 
The House proceeded to the consideration of 


the amendments of the Senate to the bill of the | 


House to establish the ‘Territorial Government of 
Oregon. > 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, moved that the House | 


do not concur in the amendments of the Senate, 


and on that motion demanded the previous ques- | 


tion. 


Mr. KAUFMAN inquired of the Speaker if a 


| division could be had so as to vote on the amend- 


He denied that there |! 


| 


| 
| 


; 
' 
| 


| 





being a new system, the gentleman made no such || 


ery when Ohio got a million and a half of the pub- || the previous question was sustained, no amend- 
lic lands; but now that she was full and prosperous, || ment would be in order. 
all grants to others were ruinous novelties. Mr. T. || 


dwelt on the benefits of completing a grand line of || House; which was 


road from one extremity of the Union to the other, || 


and the obligation to carry the United States mail. 


ments sepuratel 


? 
The SPEA KER replied, that after the previous 


separately, if a division was called by any mem- 


| ber. 


The SPEAKER announced the question upon 
seconding the demand for the previous question; 
and requested the House to come to order, and gen- 


The lands were thin || tlemen to take their seats. 


Order having been partially restored— 


Mr. McLANE inquired of the Chair if it would | 


be possible, at any subsequent stage of the pro- 
ceedings, if the previous question should be sus- 


ment, and move a concurrence on the part of the 


As to its || House to the amendment thus amended? 


The SPEAKER replied that, under the rules, if 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved a call of the 
to. 
The roll was called, and 197 members answered 


1] . 
|| to their names. 


Mr. GAYLE obtained the floor, and was about | 


On motion of Mr. HILLIARD, farther pro- 


to address the House, but waived his right to speak, || ceedings in the call were dispensed with. 
and demanded the previous question, which was | 


seconded; and, under its operation, the motion to i fo 


reconsider was agreed to. 


The question recurring on seconding the demand 
r the previous question— . 


Mr. BIRDSALL said he wished to make an in- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| be not sustained, it would be in order to 
Mr. DICKEY moved to lay the bill on the table. || 


| 


| 
| 
| 


sence 


|| question had been seconded, the question would 
then ceme up on concurrence in the amendments 


i 


| 
| 


tained, to a t - | 
= ee eee McKay, McLane, Meade, Morehead, Outlaw, Pendleton, 


Laid on the | 


| 





i 





i 


i 
| 


That the line of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes of north 
latitude, known as the Missouri compromise line, as defined 


Aug. Il, 


| quiry of the Chair. He desired to know wh 
: if the previous question, which had been moved 
Mr. R. demanded the previous question; which || by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr.C. B.S 





ether, 


MITH,} 


. MOve to 
strike out the amendment proposed by the Senate 


_ in relation to the subject of slavery; and to inser, 
in lieu thereof, the provisions of the compromise 
| bill lately received from the Senate and laid 


the table here? He said he desired to wiske te 


th 
motion, if it would be in order, and hoped the a 


vious question would not be sustained if it woujg 
revent his doing so. 

The SPEAKER stated that he would decide the 
question when it arose. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered, being first on Mr. 
Smitu’s motion to non-concur in the Senate’s 
amendments. 

A division being called for by various gentle. 
men— 

The question was announced on non-coneurrine 
in the first amendment, which makes it the duty of 
the Governor of the Territory to transmit to each 
House of Congress copies of any bills he may 
veto, with his reasons therefor, immediately after 
such session of the Territorial Legislature. 

Mr. WHITE asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON asked to be excused from 
voting, and wished to state his reasons therefor, 

The SPEAKER stated that it was not in order 
for the gentleman to state his reasons, though he 
might ask to be excused. 

Mr. RICHARDSON stated as the reason, that 
he had paired off with a gentleman who was ab- 
sent. 

‘The question being put, Mr. R. was excused. 

Mr. STEPHENS suggested to Mr. Smita that 
he withdraw his motion to non-concur, so that the 
question would come up directly on concurrence. 

Mr. SMITH yielded to the suggestion, and 
withdrew his motion. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the Senate’s first amendment, (stated above,) and 
decided in the negative: Yeas 92, nays 106. 

So the House refused to concur in the first 
amendment. 

The second amendment next came up, which 
directly confers the veto power on the Governor 
of the Territory, and provides that in such cases 
the bill shall not become a Jaw unless approved by 
Congress. 

This amendment was non-concurred in without 

vision. 

The third amendment of the Senate inserts, after 
the enacting clause of the 14th section, the follow- 


ing: 





by the eighth section of an act entitled ‘ An act to authorize 
the people of the Missouri Territory to form a constitution 
and State government, and for the admission of such State 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original States 
and to prohibit slavery in certain Territories,’ approved 
March 6th, 1820, be, aud the same is hereby, declared to 
extend to the Pacific Ocean ;,and the said eighth section, to- 
gether with the compromise therein effected, is hereby re- 
vived and declared to be in full force and binding for the 
future organization of the Territories of the United States, 
in the same sense and with the same understanding with 
which it was originally adopted, and. 


The vote on concurring in this amendment was 
taken by yeas and nays, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, 
Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Birdsall, Bocock, Botts, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Boydon, head, Charlies Brown, Albert 
G. Brown, Buckner, Burt, Cabell, Chapman, Chase, Beverly 
L. Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R.W. Cobb, 
Cocke, Crozier, Daniel, Donnell, Garnett Duncan, Alexan- 
der Evans, Featherston, Flournoy, Freneh, Fulton, Gayle, 
Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Harris, Haskell, Hill, Hilliard, Isaac E. Holmes, George 8. 
Houston, Charles J. Ingersoll, Iverson, Andrew Johnson, 
Robert eae W. Jones, John W. Jones, Kauf- 


man, Thomas Butler King, Ligon, Lumpkin, McDowell, 


Phelps, Pillsbury, Preston, Rhett, Roman, She : 

lee, Stephens, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thomp- 

| ton, Robert A. Thompson, ‘Tompkins, Toombs, Venable, 
Wallace, and Woodward—82. , 

NAYS—Messers. Abbott, Ashmun, Bingham, Blanchard, 

Brady, Buder, Canby, Cathcart, Franklin Clark, Collamer, 


rd, Stan- 


|| Collins, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Cummins, Darling, 
|| Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon Duer, Daniel Dunean, 
| Eckert, Edsall, Edwards, Embree 


Duon, 
Nathan Evans, Faran, 


| Farrelly, Picklin, Fisher, Freedley, Fries, Gott, Gregory, 


Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, Homnen, Hews. Hamp 
ton, Moses Hampton, Henley, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, 
John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. In- 


c— So Kellogg, a — P. = , 
cClernand, Melivaine, J 
iter, Morris, Mul- 


liam T. Lawrence, Sid 
Lynde, Maclay, McClelland, 
Mann, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, M 
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jn, Murphy, Nelson, ce Newell, Nicoll, Palfrey, Peaslee,  _ He stated that the chairman of. the Committee | lions, while all the while he was uttering homilies 
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Vv — 
Peck, Fete et dcoe A’ Rocheen Rios Rnot,'tamesy? on Finance in the Senate had been with him urging || against standing armies. Mr. T. dwelt on the 
Soviohn, Bawyer, Schenck, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland, the necessity of coming to an agreement*in the | evils of Executive patronage, and contended that 
smart, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, ‘Truman. Smith, | Committee of Conference’on the numerous dis- it ought to be cut down, and, as one means of doing 


starkweather, Andrew Stewart, Charlies BE. Stuart, Strohm, | agreements between the House on the general ap- this, he was for reducing the size of th 
Strong, Tallmadge, Taylor, James Thompson, Richard w. = 8 E : ° » Carey. He 


Trompson, William Thompson, Thurston, ‘Tuck, Turner, pro “sense bill. = insisted that our frontier had not been much in- 
van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, White, Wick, | The motion prevailed, and the House accord- | creased, and went over the same grounds he had 
Williams, and Wilmot—121. | ingly went into committee (Mr. Cuapman, of Ma-  formecly taken in committee (and which were re- 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, moved to reconsider | ryland, in the chair,) and took up the army bill. ported at the time) as to the impossibility of our 
this vote, and moved to lay that motion on the; Mr. VINTON suggested, thatas the Senate had needing five thousand men to guard what General 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. | changed the second section of the bill, and with it | Taylor had won with less than three thousand, 


The fourth amendment, which restricts the || the proposed number of the army, and as the | He denied that any numerous force was needed to 
mileage of the delegate to the same amount now || residue of the bill depended on this,the committee | garrison the posts at home, or take care of the 
allowed to members travelling the greatest dis- || should first take up the Senate’s amendment tothe | public property there; and then he advanced his 


tance, was read and disagreed to. | second section; if that should be agreed to, the | ultra ground, as on a former occasion, that we 
The other amendment was read and agreed to, || other amendments would follow as of course; but, | needed no army, not a man. The people were 
without a division. if not, they would fall with it. all-sufficient for the defence of the country. He 
It was ordered that the Senate be informed of | The Senate’s amendment to the second section || was willing to keep up a strong navy, but he be- 
the action of the House on said amendments. was read, which provides that the number oftmen | lieved an aoee Stee unnecessary. 
schbon AND RIVER BILL. @ |, of the companies be fixed at sixty-four. Mr. McLANE replied, and expressed his utter 


7 ; Pes (| Mr. BOTTS advocated a concurrence with the | disagreement from Mr. T.’s views. He supported 
The bill making appropriations for the preserva- || Senate’s amendment. He reverted to the ground | the Senate’s amendment, as approved by those 
tion and repair of certain public works, and for the || he had taken when the bill had been under discus- | who were the fittest judges in the case. As to the 
improvement of certain harbors and rivers, and for |) sion in committee, reminding the House that he || evils of patronage, reducing the privates in a com- 
the survey of certain harbors, wasreadathirdtime. | had advocated the plan of fixing the general num- | pany from sixty-four to forty-two would not re- 
The question being on the passage of the bill— || ber of the companies at sixty-four, with liberty to || duce it at all; the captain and the three lieutenants 
Mr. HUNT moved the previous question; which || the President to increase those on distant service || would all remain, whether their command were 
was seconded, and, under the operation thereof, || in the new Territories to one hundred by reducing || sixty-four or forty-two, rank and file. 
the bill was passed—yeas 118, nays 62—as fol- | the requisite number of companies nearer home to || Mr. HUNT asked Mr. McL. where the money 
lows: : |, forty-two. The question then had been between || was to come frem to maintain so large a standing 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Bingham, Birdsall, | an army with sixty-four-men to a company, as | a as that gentleman seemed to approve? Was 
Blanchard, Botts, Boydon, Brady, Buckner, Canby, Cath. y y pany» 1) 6 PI 


cart, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Coliamer, Collins, Con- || prefer red by the Military Committee, and an ey || he willing to borrow money to increase the army 
ger, Cranston, Crowell, Crozier, Darling, Dickey, Dickinson, | | with forty-two men to a company, as recommend- |; in time of peace! 


Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, || ed by the Committee of Ways and Means. The |; Mr. 1VERSON asked Mr. Hunt where he (Mr. 


Dunn, Eckert, Edsall, Edward, Embree, Alexander Evans, | Military Committee were induced to their conclu- || H.) expected to get his half a million of dollars for 
Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Fisher, Freedley, Goggin, ||. ; : . 5 
Gott, Gregory. Grinnell, Hale. Nathan’K. Hall, James G, | 8i0n in part by the fact, that the Secretary of War || works of internal improvement: 


| 


Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Henley, Henry, Elias || stated that five thousand men would be needed for |; Mr. HUNT replied, from the ordinary and reg- 


B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, || our new possessions on the Pacific. The House || ular receipts of the treasury. 

awn ate eae Gries Fi hace meen eee | had preferred the Er of the Committee of Ways Mr. BOTTS complained that he was placed in 
King, Ee ee eee tana Kroes Dldney 'aw- || and Means, and had sent the bill to the Senate |! an embarrassing position. He stood here almost 
rence, Lincoln, Lynde, McClelland, Mcilvaine, Marsh, || %™ ’ : 8 : oT 
Marvin, Morehead, Morris, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newell, || With forty-two men to a company. It had there | alone in sustaining the views of the Administra- 
Nicoll, Oulaw, Palfrey, Peck, Pendleton, Petrie, Pollock, | undergone an examination by the Military Com- | tion as to the proper force of the army, against 
Preston, Paine Reynolds, Jota A. wckwol, poe. | mittee of the Senate, and they concurred with the | the opinion of his political friends, and without 
Silvester, Stingeriand, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Tru- \| opinion of the Military Committee of the House, || support from his political o »ponents, The argu- 
man Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, Andrew || that the companies should consist of sixty-four | ment of the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Toomss] 


Cee cee : Seay ae, Teenie ees 1 men, but those on distant service to contain one || came too late, after we had, by an capes war, 
ames oOmpson ichari . ompson liam omp- é ; : o « | $ ~ $ 
son, Thurston, Tuck, Turner, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, | hundred; they differed, however, in not recom- || obtained the new territory. It would have been 


Wentworth, and White—T18. mending, that to meet this increase of some com- || better if the gentleman had brought it forward 
NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Beale, Bed- | panies to one hundred, others should be reduced || when we were setting out to get these new con- 
inger, Bocock, Boyd, Brodhead, Charles ar Burt, || to forty-two. This difference was not of great {| quests. For himself, as was well known, Mr. B. 
Chase, Pranklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Howel Cobb, || moment. ,The first question would then be, on || detested the acquisition, and would be willing to 
iliamson R. W. Cobb, Cummins, Daniel, Featherston, | tw. 7 ho , wi aaae : : 
Ficklin, Flournoy, French, Fries, Fulton, Gayle, Green, || concurring with this amendment of the Senate. | give Mexico the fifteen millions stipulated in the 
Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Harris, Hill, Hilliard, George || Should this be agreed to, the sums and numbers |; treaty to take the whole of it back again, The 
+ ee Se Nee Tee i oo || in the other sections of the bill must be made to | increased expenditure for the army, of which the 
McClernand, McKay, McLane, Job waen, Meade, Miller, || conform. : 1 gentleman complained, had been caused wholly by 
Peaslee, Phelps, Robinson, Sawyer, Smart, Thomas, Jacob | Mr. TOOMBS said that the gentleman had not | this very thing, and really Mr. B. thought it some- 
Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Wal- || stated any reasons why the Military Committee || what harsh that he had to stand here battling for 
lace, Wick, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, and Woodward—€2. || of the Senate disagreed to the bill of the House. || the Democratic Administration, when its own 
Mr. HUNT moved to reconsider the vote; Mr. BOTTS referred Mr. Toomss to the fact he || friends would not. 
which motion was laid upon the table. | had mentioned, that the Secretary of War stated || Mr. McLANE moved that the committee now 
On motion of Mr. VINTON, it was ordered || that five thousand men would be needed for the || rise; which motion prevailing, the committee rose 
that the House take a recess this day from half | Territories alone. He also reminded Mr. T. of || accordingly; and in the House a resolutién was 
past three o’clock to half past five o’clock, p.m. || the arguments he had before advanced when the | adopted, on motion of Mr. Vinton, to stop further 





Mr. FULTON moved a suspension of the rules || bill had been in committee in the House. || debate on the bill in five minutes after the House 
to enable him to movea resolution to limit the || Mr. TOOMBS then went into a review of the | should have returned into committee. 
length of remarks by any member to ten‘ minutes, | history of the reduction and increase which the | That five minutes was occupied by Mr. Mc- 
for the residue of the session. | army had undergone since 1838, and insisted thatthe || CLELLAND in defending himself against an 


On suspending the rules, the vote stood—yeas || plan of a skeleton army, with the number of rank || anonymous attack which appeared in the Tribune 
88, nays 70. || and file greatly reduced, but the officers retained, at New York, charging him with having repeatedly 

Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the || had always received the approbation of the coun- |) refused to, vote on questions of internal improve- 
motion was not agreed to. try. 7 | ment, with a view to defeat those measures by the 

Mr. PUTNAM, from the Committee on Public || ‘The increase ofthe companies to sixty-four men, || want of a quorum voting. Mr. McC. utterly de- 
Lands, reported bills for the relief of William || and of a part of them to one hundred, was not a || nied the truth of the accusation, and appealed to 
Kingsbury, and for the relief of Elisha Hampton |\ feature of the peace establishment, but an arrange- || gentlemen on the Whig side of the House to say 
and others, of the State of lowa. Read and com- || ment caused by the declaration of war against | whether he had not voted on every such ques- 
mitted. Mexico. That war was now over, and Mr. T. || tion. 
was for returning to the old peace establishment, | Mr. GRINNELL, Mr. HUNT, and Mr. 





COMMISSIONER OF PATENTs. | 


‘ with but forty-two men to a company. TOOMBS, all bore witness to the entire falsehood 
Mr. FARRELLY, by leave, a the Commit- He argued theta loth number of men was needed, || of the charge. The time limited by resolution 
Th pea ew ben wen pees, Bee in since the power of concentrating them on any de- || having expired, the committee ed to vote. 
° ’ xam 


erate sired point had been so greatly increased. Orders || The question being put on the Senate’s amend- 

nst_Ed- || were now communicated by lightning, and the men || ment to strike out the second section of the House 
brought together by steam. e dwelt on the cost || bill, and substitute another, fixing the army at 
of this Government in a time of peace, which he || sixty-four men to a company, &c., it was decided 
estimated at thirty millions, more than any Gov- || in the negative. So the committee refused to con- 
ernment on earth was worth. Extravagant public cur in the Senate’s amendment, and voted to keep 
expenditure was the road to ruin, on which many || the army at forty-two men to a company, a8 in 
Governments of the Old World had traveled to their || their own bill. 


the Patent Office, preferring ch 
mund Burke, Commissioner of Patents, and the 
memorial of Edmund Barke, asking for an investi- 
gation of the charges preferred, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by the following resolution: 

Reso That the Committee be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject. . 


The resolution was agreed to, and the report 


: destruction. If the amendment of the Senate should The next question was on the Senate's amend- 
ordered to be printed. be adopted, the army would cost the country not | ment allowing certain arrears due to Colonel De 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. | less than ten millions; and some gentlemen favored 1 Russy, of the Topographical Engineers. In this 


Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve || a still larger increase, which would run it up to || the committee concurred. 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of || thirteen millions. The President’s recommenda- | The next of the Senate's amendments appro- 
the Union, on the army appropriation bill. | tion would double‘it, at a cost of twenty-five mil- |! priating $200,000 for expenses of military opera- 
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tions in California, and the pay of men and officers 
engaged in it, including all claims for horses lost, 
&c., being read— 

Mr. BURT obtained leave, by unanimous con- 
sent, to offer an amendment by way of substitute, 
proposing a board of commissioners to liquidate 
the California claims, and report them to the War 
Department. 

After the amendment had been read, Mr. B. 
asked leave to offer in support of it a few remarks; 
but they were objected to. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to amend the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Bunt by striking out the word 
‘officers,’’ (to constitute the board of commis- 


‘* three disinterested persons;’’ but this amendment 
fo the amendment was rejected, as was Mr. Burr’s, 
and the committee also refused to concur in the 
Senate’s amendment. 

The question then occurred on the Senate’s 





amendment providing that men honorably dis- || 
charged in Mexico should be considered in law as | 


having served out their term of service, and re- 
warded accordingly. In this also the committee 
concurred. 


In the amendment allowing $657 to Captain Cald- | 


well they also concurred. 
‘The next amendment proposed certain alterations 
in the marine corps, placing it on the same footing 


as in 1847, but with a limitation that it should not 


exceed 1,500 privates. In this the committee re- 


fused to concur. 


The other particulars of the bill which the Sen- | 


ate proposed to alter, so as to conform to an in- 
creased amount of force, were disagreed to. 


The amendment allowing forage to professors at | 
West Point according to their respective assimila- || ; 
| he would authorize the bill to be taken to the Sen- 


ted rank, was rejected. 


The Senate’s amendment providing for arrear- || 
ages of surveys west of Mississippi, was also re- | 


( cted, 
' The amendments having been gone. through 
with, the committee rose and reported them to the 
House. 

in the House, Mr. VINTON moved the pre- 
vious question, which was seconded, put, and car- 


ried; and the question recurring on concurring || 


with the Committee of the Whole in their report 
on the respective amendments agreed to and re- 
jected, they were all concurred in, 
The bill was then returned to the Senate. 
BILLS PASSED: 
On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, the House 
proceeded to consider the business on the Speaker’s 
table; when Senate bills in relation to the terms of 


the circuit and district courts of the United States | 


for the district of New Jersey, and for the relief 
of Gustavus Dorr, were severally read three times, 
passed, and returned to the Senate, 

Senate bills for the relief of George Senter, and 
to authgrize the sule of reserved lands, and for 
other purposes, were severally read a first and sec- 
ond time, and committed. 


MEXICAN BOUNDARY. 


Senate bill to provide for carrying into effect the | 


5th article of the treaty between the United States 
and the Mexican Republic, for establishing the 
boundary line between them, was read a first and 
second time, when— 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved an amendment | 


toadd all except the first section of the bill reported 
hy Mr. Benton, in the Senate, July 8, 1848, pro- 


missioners to adjudicate certain claims of Ameri- 


can citizens against Mexico, and for the payment | 


of the same. 
Mr. BOWLIN made the point of order that the 


amendment was wholly irrelevant to the bill, and 
not im order. 


Mr. ASHMUN called for the reading of the || 


amendment to which this was an amendment. 

The SPEAKER, after some examination, said 
the bill as it came from the Senate was merely a 
bill for running the boundary line, and provided 
for the appointment of commissioners for that 
purpose. The Chair was of opinion that an 
amendment for the adjudicating of claims was not 
in order. 


Mr. STEPHENS moved to refer the bill to the | 


Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
On this motion the yeas and nays were asked 
and ordered, and being taken, resulted—yeas 78 


nays 72. ; 


sioner&,) and inserting in lieu thereof the words | 
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So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT BILL. 


The SPEAKER stated that the above bill, which 
had passed to-day, was engrossed and ready to be 
sent to the Senate; but as doubts might exist in 

} the minds of gentlemen as to whether it was not 
|| already within the last three days of the session, 
|} during which one of the joint rules prohibited the 
'| sending of bills from one House to the other, the 
'| Chair had thought proper to submit the question 
|| to the House. Tie referred to a decision of the 
| Chair upor a question of the suspension of the 
rules a few days since that Sunday was not a legis- 
lative day, but said that the Clerk had learned from 
| the experienced Secretary of the Senate that it had 
| been the uniform practice of that body to count 
|| Sunday in cases like this. He would therefore 
|| order the bill to be sent to the Senate, unless ob- 
jections were made, 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, to avoid all 
| difficulty, would move to suspend the rules for the 
| purpose, and to send a message to the Senate ask- 
| Ing a concurrence in the suspension, 





difficulty in asking a suspension from the Senate; 
| that this rule was not in force there, the uniform 
|| practice of that body having been to count Sun- 

day, so that when Congress adjourned on Monday 
| bills could be interchanged until Saturday morn- 


ing. 

Mr. McCLELLAND inquired if a two-thirds 
vote was necessary to Suspend a joint rule? 

The SPEAKER replied that, under the prece- 
dents, a majority vote was sufficient. 

He also stated that, if there were no objections, 


ate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected, and, after 
| some conversation, the question was propounded 
‘| upon authorizing the bill to be sent to the Senate, 
| and, being agreed to, the bill was sent accord- 


|| ingly. 


|| CLINTON AND KALAMAZOO CANAL. 


|| the public domain towards the completion of the 


|| Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, in the State of 


Michigan, was read a first and second time. The 
| Mr. BINGHAM said this bill proposed to grant 
| lands upon the Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, 
which run from the mouth of the Clinton river, 
| upon Lake St. Clair, to Lake Michigan.~ It was a 
|| State work, and had been completed forabout thirty 
| miles, Michigan was the only one of the new 
| western States that had not'received large grants 
| of land from the General Government. ‘The em- 

barrassments of the State had forced her to sus- 


The SPEAKER suggested that there would be | 


Senate bill to apply certain alternate sections of 


+ 
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to any one, unless by sales so made, and in no other man. 
der : Provided, however, That the lands hereby granted shalt 
pan be sold at less than one dolar and twenty-five cents per 
Mr. COLLAMER renewed the demand for the 
previous question, which was seconded; and, under 
the operation thereof, the amendment was agreed 
to, and the bill read a third time. 

The question being on the passage of the bil) 
the yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken, 
resulted as follows: Yeas 76, nays 75. 

Mr. GAYLE moved to reconsider the vote on the 
passage of the bill, in order to enable him to move 
}as an amendment, the bill proposing grants to the 
| southern railroad. He seleetis know with what 
| justice it was that gentlemen were now willing to 
| vote for the northern work, when they had to-day 

rejected a bill containing precisely the same pro- 
visions, but for a southern railroad ? 
| Mr. WENTWORTH called upon the gentle. 
| man to name any northern man who had voted 
for the present, and had not voted for the south- 
ern bill. He believed there was none. 

Mr. GAYLE expressed the belief that there 


ere. 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

| After some conversation, in which the Cuair 
| intimated that, under. repeated decisions of the 
| House, the proposed amendment, being on a dif- 
| 

} 

j 





w 





| 
| ferent subject, would not be in order even at the 
proper stage of the bill— 
Mr. GAYLE withdrew the motion to recon- 
| sider. 
| Mr. HILLIARD renewed it. 
| The question on Mr. McCie.sann’s motion 
to lay on the table was rejected: Yeas 71, nays 


| 
j 
j 


The question recurring on the motion to recon- 
sider, under the operation of the previous quess 
tion, the yeas were 97, nays 67. 

After some debate, in which Messrs. STUART 
of Michigan, GAYLE, BOWDON, and others 
participated, the previous question was moved and 
| seconded, and the main question ordered. 

Mr. BOYDON moved to lay the bill on the 
table; on which the vote by yeas and nays stood, 
yeas 81, nays 77. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to recon- 
sider the vote to lay on the table, and moved to lay 


that motion on the table. 
Mr. STANTON moved to adjourn. Lost. 











the table the motion to reconsider, and heing put, 
it was agreed to. . 

And then, at fifteen minutes before ten o’clock, 
the House adjourned. 


| question being on the third reading of the bill— 
| 


|| pend operations in the completion of the canal, 
| and this grant would enable her to go on and com- 


| plete a great public work. 
| Some conversation ensued between Messrs. 
‘|| McCLELLAND and others; when— 


| Mr. BINGHAM moved the previous question. 
| Mr. FEATHERSTON moved to lay the bill on 


|| the table. 


| ‘The yeas and nays being ordered on the mo- 
|| tion, the vote stood: Yeas 78, nays 81. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, said he had voted 
_ for laying the bill on the table under a misappre- 
|| hension, supposing that he was voting for the pas- 


| / 
viding for the appointment of a boaad of three com- || sage of the bill. He appealed to the courtesy of 


| the House to allow him to change his vote, as it 


| would not change the result. 


| The SPEAKER said it could be done by com- | 


| mon consent. 
| Mr. HAMMONS rose and objected. 
| Toenable Mr. Cottamer to move an amend- 
| ment— 
Mr. BINGHAM withdrew his demand for the 
|| previous question. 

Mr. COLLAMER then moved to add the fol- 
lowing as a new section to the bill: 


That the grant specified in the act shall be construed and 
taken On this limitation, to wit: that no land shall be taken 
,| but one-half of six sections wide on each side of said canal, 
|| so far as now owned by the United States : and no land else- 


i} 
i} 


1} 





such be claimed or taken ; and also further, that none of said 

land shall be sold by said State but as follows, to wit: so 
| much as is selected for ten miles of canal may be taken and 
|| disposed of, and when said corresponding ten miles of canal 


! 


from time to time; nor shall any title pass to. any of said jJand 


where shall be considered as hereby granted, nor shall any 


are finished, then.the sections fur another ten miles, and so 


| The question recurred on the motion to lay on 


| IN SENATE. 
| 


Fripay, -lugust 11, 1848. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid befure the Sen- 
ate a communication from B. Marshall, and other 
delegates of the Creek Indians, addressed to the 
chairman of the Committee.on Indian Affairs, 
relative to the investment by the United States of 
certain moneys appropriated for their benefit; which 
was laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 


Resolved, That the petition of George Poindexter, pogniee 
with the report of the committee to whom it was referred, 
and all the documents accompanying it, be referred to the 
Secretary of War for his action thereon, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


By Mr. MASON, from the Committeeof Claims: 
Referring the papers of the representatives of 
Robert Carter to the First, Second, and Third 
Auditors of the Treasury, to examine and report 
at the next session. wie 

By Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on 
Patents: An act to provide for applications for the 
renewal of patent-rights in certain cases, with an 
amendment. : 

Mr. WESTCOTT asked to have the bill con- 
sidered at once, as it would enable the Commis- 
sioner to decide on all the cases except one. 


| 
Mr. DAVIS opposed the taking up of the bill, 





as it must give rise to discussion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of a 
bundle of petitions, which he sent to the Chair, 
but did not name, 
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~RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolu- 
tions? 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the con- 
nagent fund of the Senate, under the direction of the com- 
mittee to audit and control the same, to each of the officers 
clerks, messengers, (excepting the acting postmasters and 
mai! carriers,) pages, and laborers, in the service of the Sen- 
ste, the same amounts respectively that were paid them 
under a resolution of the Senate at the last long session. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, in like manner, 
to the librarian, assistant librarian, and messenger of the 
Congressional Library, and to the clerks of the committees 
of the Senate, each, the same amounts as were last allowed 
them by resolution of the Senate. 

Resolved, ‘That there be allowed and paid, as above, to the 
acting postmaster and each of the mail carriers of the Senate 
the sum of $350, and to each of the boys assisting the mail 
carriers #10U, to the western gate-keeper $100, and to Syl- 
vester Gray and Lloyd Wallace, each, the sum of $50. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to amend the resolution 
by inserting, ‘to each of the Capitol police $200, 
or so much thereof as with any allowance made 
by the House of Representatives, will amount to 
q200." : 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution, and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. DOWNS, 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to James Mor- 
ton Noah Hanson the same daily pay as has been paid to the 
other messengers of the Senate, commencing with the pres- 
ent session. . 

On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, 

Resolved, Thatthere be allowed and paid to Messrs, Wright 
and Ramsay $100 each, for services rendered the Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate at this session, to be paid out of 

the contingent fund of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the amendments of the House 
to the civil and diplomatic bill. The Senate then 
insisted on its amendments, and disagreed to those 
of the House; and a Committee of Conference was 
appointed. 


REPORTING AND PRINTING. 


Mr. BADGER moved to proceed to the consid- 
eration of the resolution relating to the printing of 
the debates in Congress. ‘The resolution was read, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That, in order to secure a more full, impartial, 
and prompt publication of the proceedings and debates of the 
Senate, the Secretary of the Senate be and he is hereby au- 
thorized and directed to enter into a contract, to take effect 
from this day, with the proprietors of each of the daily pa- 
pers in this city, the National Intelligencer and the Union, 
and to continue until otherwise ordered by the Senate, for 
the daily publication, in eae of all the debates and 
proceedings of the Senate, and for the early subsequent pub- 
lication of such speeches as members may choose more 
carefully to revise and write out at full length, for which the 
Secretary is authorized to make weekly payment at the rate 
of seven doljars and fifty cents for acolumn of brevier type: 
Provided, ‘That the proceedings and current debates be trans- 
ferred to the country edition of said papers,and one copy of 
the daily edition of each paper shall be furnished to each 
member during the session without additional charge. 

Mr. BADGER moved so to amend the resolu- 
tion, as to make it take effect from the commence- 
ment of the next session. 

Mr. BENTON was surprised that an amend- 
ment should be offered after so much delay. Some. 
days had elapsed, and it had now become too late 
in the session for discussion of amendments. He 
had looked over the official report, and had not 
seen any correet report of anything he had said for 
the last three months. What little he did say, he 
desired to have correctly presented to the world, 
The resolution having received the consideration 
of a committee, was submitted in & form which 
would insure the publication of the speeches of the 
session which remain unreported. He referred 
to the manner in which the contract had been ful- 
filled. [Each member received nineteen copies of 
hisown speech, and no one ever read the speech 
of another, unless he made an attack on it, He 
stated the plan now proposed, which embraced 
two parts—the running de every morning, and 
secondly, the revised speeches in a book form. 
The Senator has the advantage of the running de- 
bates, to revise and correct them for the perma- 
nent volume; and these running debates would be 
cireulated instantaneously shegagnan the sonntey 
The expenditures had been looked into, and the 
difference was astonishing between the present 
plan and that proposed. While members are sleep- 
lg, their speeches are flying to the thirty-two 
points of the compass; aye, to the thirty-two 
thousand points, if so many can be made. He re- 
ferred to the various items of expense to which 
the publishers would be subjected, all of which are 
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tained. We cannot go along as we are. 
House is bound to take care of its own debates. | 
It is our business to send abroad accurate reports 
of the speeches delivered here. He found that this 
amendment was connected with some unseen mo- 
tive, and he hoped it would be withdrawn. We 
have already paid $14,500 for the suppression of 
our debates during this session, and he maintained 
that the cost under the new plan would not exceed 
one-half now paid for reporting, printing, and bury- 
ing our speeches. ~ He referred to an estimate of || 
the actual cost of the official reports at this ses- | 
sion, at $1,000 per month, to show that the Senate 

aid too much for them. He stated, that after pay- | 
ing $14,500 for the reports of the session, the re- | 
porter said he had lost $6,000, and he presumed 
that a claim would be made hereafter. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, expressed him- | 
self favorable to the resolution as reported. He 
thought the amendment was injudicious. As to 
the official reports, he was satisfied that they had | 
notanswered the purpose proposed, not from any 1 
fault of the reporter, but owing to the inadequacy | 
of the compensation. The contract was for the | 
whole Congress: $12,000 for the long session, and | 
96,000 for the short one. The additional $2,500 | 
was for three hundred and fifty copies of the re- || 

orts, to be given to the members of the House. | 

@ was anxious to do no injustice to the reporter, || 
who calculated on greater profit from the shert || 
session than he had obtained through the long one. | 
He presumed it was not intended to do any injus- | 
tice. 

Mr. BENTON adverted to the struggle which 
he had made at the close of the last session against | 
this contract which was suddenly sprung on the | 
Senate. He had shown the impossibility of report- || 
ing speeches fully for publication the following | 
morning. He was solitary and alone in this |) 
struggle. 

Mr. NILES complained that the Senator should | 
have said he was solitary and alone in this strug- | 
gle, and had quite forgotten him (Mr. N.) who 
stood by his side. 

Mr. BENTON replied inaudibly. \| 

Mr.HALE vindicated the official reporter against || 
the charge of utter failure. The failure was owing \ 
to the inadequacy of the compensation. He was | 
in the habit of reading the reports of other speeches | 
than his own. 

Mr. BENTON. For the purpose of attack. | 
That was the exception. 

Mr. HALE. I have read those of the Senator | 
from Missouri for information. 

Mr. BENTON. I wish the Senator was better | 
employed. 

Mr. BADGER was compelled to acknowledge | 
that the judgment of the Senator from Missouri | 
relative to this plan of reporting had been verified | 
by the result. But the failure was not attributable || 
to the reporter, but to the insufficiency of the || 
means at his Uisposal. So far as accuratencss, 
politeness of demeanor, and a courteous disposition | 
to accommodate Senators are concerned, the re- | 

orter had been all that could be desired; and he || 
oped no imputation would rest on him. He | 
would now withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. FOOTE concurred jn what had been so | 
gracefully and forcibly expressed by the Senator 
from North Carolina in favor of the reporter. He 
had been in the habit of association with that gen- 
tleman by night and day, and he could not consent 
that he should be discharged trom the service of 
the Senate, impoverished by his labors, which had | 
been so arduousas to have frequently broken down: 
his health. One of the reasons of the delay in the | 
papentor of the reports was the chariness felt by | 

nators.as to their reputation, w hich induced them | 
to revise their speeches before they permitted them || 
to be sent out to the world. \ 

Mr. BENTON admitted the impossibility of 
any accuracy of report, when Senators could not 
understand each other. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to amend | 
the resolution, by inserting a provision, that a | 
compensation of $2,500 be granted to the reporter, | 
as a compensation, on the relinquishment of his | 
contract; which was agreed to. 














stood in the way of correct reporting. He believed | 
that no system could be adopted which would give | 


universal satisfaction. There would be com ate 
| 


to be given in. The proprietors of the daily press.|! before. the expiration ofa single year. He thought 





| papers. 


|; Was going on. 


|| impossible to come near it. 


_at the end of every week, which woul 


| minutes. 


lI and miles f 
Mr. KING remarked on the difficulties which || weight, and not sent over fifty bone 
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| we had better return to the old system, by whieh 


a reports were circulated through the coun- 
try, and if they sometimes did injustice, they were, 
on the whole, not materiall 
move to strike out the 


wrong. He would 
rt of the resolution which 


| provides for the publication of written revised 
| Speeches. 


There should be sworn reporters. 

Mr. BENTON reminded the Senator from Ala- 
bama, that this new plan would be under the daily 
control of the Senate. As to the revision of speech- 
es, it was a practice of long standing. These 
speeches were published in the districts to which 


| the gentlemen belonged; and, if they were of pub- 
| lic importance, they found their way into other 


As to the writing out of speeches, he 
wished he could have the opportunity to write out 


| all his speeches—to revise, chastise, punish them. 
| The true as well as the customary mode of re- 
| porting was not literal, but historical—using the 
| third person, not the first. 
'ing. How could reporters be sworn to report 


He was against swear- 


correct speeches, when Senators themselves could 
not hear each other? 

Mr. KING explained, that a suggestion was 
formerly made to change the usual mode of re- 
porting, and toemploy sworn reporters. He stated 
what was the practice in the British Parliament, 
where reporters succeeded each other, and sent 
their reports to the printing office as the speaking 
No reporter can take down every 
ward, even when the Senate is in order; when it is 


|| not in order—and he regretted that it was now more 


disorderly than he had ever known it to be—it was 


He hoped the clause 


|| to which he had objected would be stricken out, 


and then he would not make any strenuous objec- 
tion to the resolution. 
Mr. HANNEGAN testified in favor of the tal- 


| ents and politeness of the reporter, while he was 


in favor of the resolution as it had been amended. 

Mr. ALLEN said, that a correct system of re- 
porting was very desirable, and he knew no better 
lan than had been suggested by the committee. 
e desired to amend, by introducing a provision” 
that the Journal of the Senate should be published 
give the 

debates, the yeas and nays, and proceedings on all 
great private claims. ‘Two reporters are not suffi- 
cient to give reports of all that is said here. If you 
take enough of them, you may have every word 


|| reported. In England, no reporter takes more than 
| twenty minutes, when he goes out and corrects 
| his re 
| it to the printer, while another reporter takes his 


rt while it is fresh in his mind, and hands* 
place. No reporter can report more than twenty 
He believed that in this Senate there 
was a more correct delivery than in the British 
House of Lords. 

Mr. BENTON hoped the Senator would add to 


| his proposition a provision striking out all the rest 


of the resolution. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Kine was neg- 
atived. 

Mr. AtLen’s amendment was negatived. 

Mr. WESTCOTT was, he said, against the 
resolution, and would call for the yeas and nays. 

The question being taken, the resolution was 
adopted: Yeas 37, nays 9, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, 
Benton, Berrien, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Clarke, 
Corwin, Davis = Soe eee he 
Downs, Feich, Fitzgerald, Foote, Greene, Hamlin, ston, 
Johnson of Ma Jand, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Ma- 
son, Metealfe, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Spruance, Un- 
derwood Une and Yulee—37. 

NAYS—Messrr. Borland, Breese, Davis of Mississippi, 
Hunter, Johnson. of Georgia, King, Lewis, Walker, an 
Westeott—9. 


MAIL .POST ROUTES. 


On motion of Mr. NILES, the Senate then pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the House bill to es- 
tablish certain post routes, the amendment pend- 
ing being that of Mr. Nixes, in the following words: 


Sec. 10, nd be it further enacted, That, from and after 
the first day of October pest, Oe on newspapers 
and other printed matter Sanaa Deed all pete me agp 

mphiets, magazines, an »w er pe or 
aoe, not exceeding One vance in. weight, shall be charged 
with one cent postage, and a like sum for every additional 
ounce, or fractional part thereof, amounting to a half ounce : 
Provided, That newspapers, not exceeding one ounce in 
office or 
ligation, shall be charged with one-half cent postage 5 Om 
all newspapers not sent from the office of publication the: 

e must be prepaid one cent: Ind providet Mawes 

a’, nothing herein contained shail take away the right . 
pZAishers to receive newspapers in exchange free of postage; 
and the like privilege of exchange shall be extended to other 
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periodicals the same as to newspapers: 4nd provided, That 
newspapers not exceeding five hundred square inches, and 
sent in bundies weighing four ounces or more, and directed 
to one person only, shall be charged with postage at the rate 
of one cent per-ounce, And the same franking privilege 
enjoyed by members of Congress shall be extended to the 
Heads of Departments and the Attorney General. 


Mr. DICKINSON moved to add the following 
proviso, to come in after the word prepaid: 


Provided, That all newspapers which are published 
weekly may be sent any distance within fifty miles, or 
throughout the county where printed, free of postage. 


Mr. DICKINSON asked the yeas and nays on | 


the amendment, which provides that newspapers 
shall be transported free within thirty miles. 


Mr. BORLAND restated his objections to the || 
amendment, because it would not benefit the | 


sparsely peopled districts of the West. 

Mr. DICKINSON replied that were we to legis- 
late from this time ull doomsday, it would be im- 
possible to put the West on the same footing of 
convenience with the large cipies and densely peo- 
pled regions. 

Mr. CAMERON advocated the amendment as 
beneficial to the publishers of the small country 
rapers, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, was against the 


amendinent, if it diminished the compensation to | 


postmasters, 

Mr. DICKINSON said its effect in reference to 
the compensation would be very trifling. 
Messrs. JOHNSON, DOWNS, 
NILES, and DICKINSON, made some brief re- 
marks, when Mr. DICKINSON modified his 

amendment so as to read * fifty miles.’ 


The question was taken by yeas and nays, and | 


decided in the affirmative, as follows: 
YEAS—Mesars. Allen, Atherton, Borland, Bright, Cam- 
ero, Clarke, Corwin, Dickinson, Dodge, Downs, Felch, 


Foote, Greene, Hale, Houston, Johnson of Maryland, John- | 


eon of Louisiana, King, Mason, Miller, Phelps, Spruance, 
Turney, Upham, and Walker—25. 


FOOTE, | 


NAYS—Messre. Badger, Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, | 
Hamlin, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mangum, Metcalfe, | 
Niles, Pearee, Sebastian, Underwood, Westcout, and Yulee | 


—14, 

Mr. WESTCOTT moved to strike out and in- 
sert, that newspapers published weekly shall be 
transmitted free of postage through the State in 
which they are published. 

The motion being declared out of order— 

Mr. HALE moved to recunsider the vote by 
which the amendment of the Senator from New 
York had been agreed to, but the motion was with- 
drawn. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment as amended, and the result was as follows: 

YELAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Baldwin, Bright, Cain- 
eron, Clarke, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Douglas, 
Downs, Felch, Fitzgerald, Greene, Houston, Johnson of 
Maryland, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Spruance, Sturgeon, Up- 
ham, and Walker—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Berrien, Borland, Brad- 
bury, Butler, Cathoun, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


from Mr. WESTCOTT and Mr. NILES, the 
question was taken and decided as follows: 


YEAS—Meesers. Alien, Badger, Benton, Berrien, Borland, 
Breese, Corwin, Dodge, Douglas, Downs, Feich, Fitzgerald, 
Hale, Houston, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson ot Louisiana, 


Underwood, Upham, Webster, and Westcott—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Baldwin, Bell, Bradbury, 


| Bright, Butler, Caineron, Davis of Massachusets, Davis of || 


Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mason, 
Miller, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, and Sturgeon—20. 
| An amendment was offered by Mr. YULEE, 
the effect of which was to take-away the discre- 
tionary power from the Postmaster General, and 
after some considerable debate, in which Messrs. 
YULEE, BRIGHT, NILES, and others, partici- 


|, negative. 
| Mr. NILES then moved to amend the bill by 
inserting the following: 


And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General | 


| TON, Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, and others, 


| be, and hereby is, authorized to advance to the Ocean Steam 
Navigation Company a sum not exceeding $25,000 per 


month, to enable the company to complete the steamship | 


Franklin, now building by said company, and to take secu- 
tity on said ship for the money so advanced, in such way as 
he may deem correct and sate for the United States, and 
said money to be reimbursed from the payments to which 


| said company may be entived for carrying the mail to South- | 
aropton and Bremen, according to their contact: Provided, | 
That the whole sum adVanced shall not exceed $150,000; | : im pt 
sey || February, 1842, shall be considered as adjudicated, and the 


And provided, further, That said company shall complete 
said steamer within nine months, and shall also make an 

| arrangement with the owners of the steamship United States 
to form a line with the Franklin to Havre, in France, and 
the company torun only two ships to Bremen. 


This led to some considerable debate, in which 
Messrs. DICKINSON, DIX, BRADBURY, AL- 


| question was taken by yeas and nays, and decided 
in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bradbury, Davis of 
Massaciiusetts, Dayton, Dix, Vowns, Foote, Hate, Hamlin, 
Jobuson of Maryland, Johfison of Louisiana, Miller, Niles, 
Pearce, and Sturgeon—16. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Berrien, Bor- 
land, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Clarke, Corwin, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge, Felch, Fitzgerald, 
Hannegau, Houston, Hunter, King, Lewis, Mason, Met- 
calfe, Phelps, Scbastian, Spruance, Turney, Underwood, 
Walker, and Westeou—o0. 


Mr. BORLAND moved an amendment, autho- 
| rizing the Postmaster General to make a contract 
| fora mail steamer down the Mississippi; which 

was negatived. 

Mr. PEARCE moved to amend the bill, by in- 


serting a provision to pay J. B. Sullivan a claim 


for work done for the Post Office Department; | 


| which was agreed to. 
Mr. PEARCE moved an amendment for the 
vayment of J. L. Graham, late postmaster of New 
ork, for expenses incurred by him; which was 
agreed to. 


|| Mr. YULEE moved to amend the bill by in- 


Davis of Mississippi, Hamlin, Johnson of Louisiana, John- | 


son of Georgia, King, Lewis, Mangum, Mason, Metcalfe, | 


Peace, Sebastian, Turney, Underwood, Westcott, and Yu- 
lee—24. 


Mr. DICKINSON then moved to reconsider the | 


vote by which the amendment was lost; and after 
some remarks— 


Mr. HALE moved to lay the motion to recon- 


sider on the table; and the yeas and nays having 
been demanded, the vote stood for laying the mo- 
tion on the table as follows: 

YE&AS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Mississippi, Dodge, Hale, Hanne- 
gin, Houston, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Georgia, 


King, Sebastian, Spruance, Underwood, Walker, and West- | 


cou—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Baldwin, Breese, 
Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Dickinson, Dix, Downs, John- 
son of Louisiana, Lewis, Niles, Pearce, Turney, and Yulee 

—16. ; 

Mr. WESTCOTT then renewed the clause just 
rejected with the following proviso: ‘ 

Provided, That all newspapers published weekly shall not 


be charged postage within the State in which the same are || 


published. 


Mr. HAMLIN opposed the motion as imposing | 


an unequal tax on the press. 

Mr. WESTCOTT vindicated his motion, on the 
ground that papers which were taken within the 
State are taken for the business information. 

Mr. CAMERON was opposed to the amend- 
ment, because it took in the weekly papers pub- 
lished in the cities, which are made up from the 
daily. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and after a few words 


| serting a clause rendering it imperative on the 
Postmaster General to let the different post routes 
in this bill, and those heretofore ordered by differ- 

ent acts, at the next letting after the passage of this 
act. Heretofore he has exercised a discretion on 
this subject, denying the right of Congress to take 
it from him, as to the propriety of establishing the 

| routes specified in the legislative acts. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The Senate then took a recess until six o’clock. 


i EVENING SESSION. 
| Mr. HALE moved to take up the bill to regu- 

late appeals from the trial of issues in the District 
| of Columbia; the passage of which was, he said, 
|| absolutely necessary to enable the people of this 
District to obtain justice. 

Mr. BADGER thought it better, he said, .to 

! leave the matter as it was. 
| Mr. BUTLER advocated the motion to take up 
the bill. When issues were sent down from the 
| chancery and orphans’ courts, the decision of the 
| circuit court was final. There wasnoappeal. He 
| was not anxious about the matter. 
|| Mr. MASON asked if the motion was not to 
| take up the bil)? 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. said that was the 
| motion; and that there was a bill now before the 
| Senate, to wit: the bill to establish certain post 
) routes. 
| ‘The bill to establish certain post routes was then 
| taken up; and*it was, on motion, without any 
| action, laid on the table for the present. 


MEXICAN CLAIMS. 
|| On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate took 








LEN, NILES, and others, participated; when the || Bracibed: Phen: thin teint ail aaennmniinibine provide 


|| Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Sebastian, Spruance, ‘Turney, || 


pated, the question was taken and decided in the || 


|| Commissioners on the part of the United States: 
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Aug. 11, 
| up, as in Committee of the Whole, the bill to din 
| into effect certain stipulations of the treaty between 
| the United States of America and the Republic of 
_ Mexico of the 2d day of February, 1848. 

_ Mr. BENTON moved to strike out the first see. 
tion, which was in these words: 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
and he is hereby, authorized, upon the presentation of the 
certificates issued to citizens of the United States for the 
sums awarded against the Republic of Mexico, under the 
act of September 1, 1841, entitled “ An act in addition to an 
actentitled * An act to carry into effect a convention between 
the United States and the Mexican Republic,’”’ and under 
the act to which the same was an addition, to ascertain the 
| amount due on said certificates respectively, and to pay the 
_ amount so ascertained to be due to the parties legally enti. 

tled to receive the same, upon the surrender of said certij. 
cates to the Treasury Departinent. 


Mr. B. said this was perfectly unnecessary, 
| provision having been made by another bill. 
After some conversation between Mr. BEN. 


the motion to strike out was agreed to. 


The second sectiqn was next read as follows: 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That all claims of citi- 
zens of the United States against the Republic of Mexico, 
which were considered by the board of commissioners ap- 
pointed under the convention of Lith April, 1839, and re. 
ferred to the umpire, and which were not decided by him, but 
returned to the said bourd by the said umpire on the 25th 


sums awarded in favgr of said claimants respectively, and 
reported to said umpire, together with interest on the same, 
as provided by said convention of 11th April, 1839, to be 
paid upon the final awards of said board, shall be paid to 
said claimants, or their legal representatives, respectively. 


Mr. BENTON moved to amend this section, by 
adding thereto a proviso, as follows: 


for the payment only of such awards or parts of awards, 
without interest, as were concurred in by both American 
And pro- 

vided further, That the payments provided for by this section 
| shall be made out of any money in the treasury not other- 
| wise appropriated, bearing interest at six per cent. per an- 
num, as the President may direct. 


Mr. B. said he desired to make the provision so 
plain that it could not be,misunderstood. He en- 
| tered into an explanation of the mode of proceed- 
ing by the commission, and the reason why the 
| sum of $928,000, which was adjudicated by the 
commissioners, was not paid. He said this pro- 
vision would cause the claimants to be paid whose 
claims had been adjudicated by the commissioners, 
and he argued that they should not again be re- 

uired to go before another board to establish 
their claims. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, concurred. with 
the honorable Senator from Missouri, that it would 
be exceedingly unjust to compel these claimants 
| to go before another board and reproduce their 

proofs, a since very many of the proofs 
on which the pending claims were adjudicated had 
beer taken away by the Mexican commissioners. 
| He also wished to inquire whether this amount 
| was to be paid out of the three and a quarter mil- 
| lions, or out of the treasury of the United States? 
He understood that it was proposed to be paid out 
of the treasury, and not to be a reduction of the 
three and a quarter millions. 

Mr. BENTON replied that it was so. The 
proviso, as he had stated, was to prevent misun- 
derstanding. These amounts, by the provision, 
would be paid out of the treasury, leaving the 
three and a quarter millions for the payment of 
claimants to be hereafter decided upon. And if 
the amount of the claims should exceed the three 
and a quarter millions, the distribution must bea 
pro rata one. There would be no difficulty in this 
case. This was not a question between the United 
| States and a foreign country requiring an umpire, 
| but between the United States and her own cill- 
| zens, and the proviso was constructed with great 

care for the purpose of giving a protection against 
any injustice to the claimant. 

Mr. BRADBURY reminded the Senate of the 
| fact that the umpire, when he adjudicated other 
‘claims, made a reduction of 30 and 32 per cent.; 
and if these claims were to be paid with such a 
| reduction, an inequality would exist, and these 
| claimants would be placed in a better position by 
| 30 or 32 per cent. than those on whose claims the 
umpire had acted. He also commented on the 
| fact that interest was proposed to be paid on these 

claims, and added that he had hoped the three and 





| 


a quarter millions would have covered the whole 

| of the claims. 

| Mr. BENTON entered into further explana- 
tions. The question in relation to interest was 
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one of amount merely. Owing to the delay which | 
had taken place, claimants had been compelled to || 


go into the money market, and raise means for || 


» their wants at exorbitant rates. He disclaimed | 


any design on the part of the committee to do in- 
ustice to any of the claimants. ‘There were cases || 
in which neither the board nor the umpire deducted | 
asingle cent. Others were reduced a little; some 1 
were reduced one half, and others one-third; the || 
average may have been a third. But there was no | 
regular rule to go by. Some had one hundred per | 
cent. taken off. He knew that in the claims now || 
under discussion there would have been no deduc- | 
tionatall. The bill, he thought, was about perfect | 
as it stands. It had passed the revision of a com- | 
mittee, and had received much consideration. As || 
to the interest, it would be cruel to take it away | 
from persons who could show their accounts, and | 
prove that they had paid three times eight per cent. | 
for a 

Mr. KING contended that the interest ought not | 
to be allowed. He entered into a detail of the cir- | 
cumstances of the case, to show the ground on | 
which he résted this opinion. If he had known || 
nothing of these claims, the argument of the Sen- || 
ator from Missouri would have been sufficient to | 
satisfy him that it would be most unjust to allow | 
this interest. The American commissioners had | 
clearly endeavored to make the amount due to | 
American citizens as large as possible, and this | 
was the cause of the deduction by the umpire. | 
There had been no final decision, or it could not | 
have become necessary to introduce this bill. As 
far as the awards were made by our commission- | 
ers, it would not look very well in us to refuse to | 
pay them; but he saw no good reason for the pay- || 
ment of interest. ‘The effect would be to deprive || 
others of interest perhaps as justly due to them. || 
He would not look behind the proceedings of our | 
commission, although he might do so; but he | 
should certainly oppose the payment of intefest. 

Mr. BENTON said this was a struggle for inter- | 
est. Hehad heard of different beds—the bed of jus- | 
tice was one; and there was another bed made by a | 
person whose name would present itself to every | 
Senator, which was exactly four feet ten inches || 
long; and to this everything stretched on it was to || 
be curtailed. But this he deemed to be a worse 
scheme of reduction than that he had alluded to. | 
Every claim, without regard to circumstances, was | 
to be reduced to this four feet ten and a half inches, | 
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|| of three and a quarter millions. 


|| and decided against the United States. Now, these 





because the arbiter had deducted thirty-three per 
cent. 

Mr. BRADBURY was of opinion that we could 
not do better than adopt the rule of deduction 
established by the commissioners. What other | 
rule had we for our guide? If we adopt the de- | 
cision of the board in other respects, whyshould 
we not do so in the case of the amount to be de- | 
ducted? The arbiter was independent, and he had | 
examined the cases, and had laid down the rule | 
which had been referred to. If we take any other 
rule, we shall disregard the rule laid down by the 
arbiter. He thought we could not have a more 
correct or more reasonable rule than that of the 
board, corrected by the arbiter. He was not pre- | 
— to state correctly to what class these claims | 

elong. If the claims are reduced in the same | 
ratio as the deduction of the arbiter, and give eight 
per cent. interest, the amount of the claims would 
be between nine hundred thousand and a million | 
dollars. If the claims were equal in justice to those 
passed on by the arbiter, there was no reason why 
the interest should be allowed. He did not desire 
to do any injustice to the claimants, and rather 
than send them back to another commission, he 
would be willing to give a larger amount. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the proviso by adding: 

And said claims in all other respects shall be placed | 
upon the same footing with the claims included ia the 13th 


article of the treaty between the United States and Mexico, 
of the 2d of February, 1848. 


Mr. CALHOUN called for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Jounson] to the amendment of 
Mr. Benton. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he must vote against the 
amendment. It was based on the idea that these 
claims were to be placed on the same footing with 
those submitted by the board. The Senator from 
Alabama thought the claimants might consider 
themselves fortunate if they get their claims with- 
out interest. 
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Mr. KING said he wished to be understood. | see our country taking the same stand that Eng- 


He had said that the umpire had scaled down the ° 
claims, and it was to be inferred that they were 
too high. 

Mr. BENTON said the Senator from Alabama 


had used the word ‘*‘ scale” four times. Did he 
intend to say that to scale was to reduce? 

Mr. KING. Yes. 

Mr. BENTON replied it was not so. A scale 


was a long-tried instrument, which leveled off hor- 
izontally. The continental bills were scaled. 

Mr. JOHNSON resumed his remarks in fayor | 
of the claims and interest. He argued that if the 
officers of the Government had decided the amount | 
to be due, there could be no propriety in our de- 
ciding that they are not due. 

Mr. BADGER stated that the United States had, 
by treaty, discharged Mexico from all responsibil- | 
ity, and we had assumed these claims to the amount | 
He was opposed | 
to the treaty, because he felt that we ought not to 
discharge another government from responsibility 


until we were prepared to pay these claims. He |! Clarke, Downs, Greene, Houston, J 


therefore desired to strike out the limitation of three 
and a quarter millions, because the total amount 
was unascertained. Between the claims which had 
been adjudicated, and such as had not been adju- 
dicated, he could not see the smallest distinction. 
Should it turn out that the claims exceed in amount | 
the three and a quarter millions, was that to be || 
regarded as a reason why we should not pay them? 
If the claims were to reach five millions, we were | 
as much bound to pay them as if they fell within | 
the three and a quarter millions. He did not ex- } 
actly understand the amendment of his friend from | 
Maryland; but if it placed all on the same footing, | 
he should not oppose it. | 
Mr. UNDERWOOD was not willing to pay all || 
these claims. He read the thirteenth article of the | 
treaty, which specified claims already liquidated || 


were all the claims which were then due. The || 
claims under the award of the arbiter, which were || 
not decided, were not embraced in this article of 
the treaty. The correctness of this view being 
admitted, as it was, by his friend from Maryland, 
he went on to show that there was no reason why 
these claims should be now ailowed. If it was 
intended to give away this $900,000 out of the treas- | 
ury, it was then a manifest, open gift. It did not, || 
then, come within the claims chargeable on the | 
three and a quarter millions. It was a sum in 
addition to the three and a quarter millions, and 
transcended by nearly a miliion the sum we are 
bound to pay by compact; and it is thus so much || 
thrown away: Itis proposed to pay $900,000 now, || 
and postpone the gther claims for two years. It is || 
said theTe are outstanding claims to the amount of | 
six or six and a half millions: so that the three and | 
a quarter millions will only pay fifty cents in the || 
dollar; and no argument can do away the injus- || 


tice of paying a portion in full now, and a small 
portion Of the residue at a future period. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said he took a | 
different view. He thought we were bound to || 
pay all debts justly due. He was ready to vote || 
for the payment in full of all these claims, when- 1 
ever scbol sheula be produced. || 

Mr. PHELPS said, we could not pay the whole || 
of these debts in full. If we pay now a portion in ! 
full, we cannot pay in full those which will remain || 
to be paid. If we assume that*the $900,000 are to || 
be deducted from the three and a quarter millions, || 
and the rest must be a dividend, how can we pay || 
the ,000 until you ascertain what the pro rata | 
dividend is? We cannot either pay these men out 
ofthe treasury, or leave them to take their pro rata. || 
He saw no mode but to adopt the amendment of || 
the Senator from Maryland, or to strike out from || 
the bill the provision for payment of these claims. | 

Mr. UNDERWOOD again referred to the treaty | 
to show that we are only bound to pay the claims | 
to an amount exceeding three and a quarter mil- 


} 


| 





lions. - 
Mr, JOHNSON, of Louisiana, was of opinion | 
that we were bound to the whole of the claims, 


if they amounted to twenty millions. . 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said, if that was. the true 
view, he could wish to have an examination of the 
claims, and of the extent to which they go. 

Mr. WESTCOTT reminded the Senate that he | 


treaty was under consideration. He desired to 


i 
| 


land had taken in the protection of her commerce 
and citizens. He should vote for the payment of 
_ all liquidated claims, and would never sanction the 


idea that we used the claims of our citizens for 
speculative purposes in our negotiations with a 
foreign power. ' 


Mr. CALHOUN said, the terms of the treaty 
were plain. It bound us to pay the claims of our 


citizens to the amount of three and a quarter mil- 


| quarter millions? 


lions. The unliquidated claims were to be settled 
to that amount. Out of what fund is this $900,000 
to be taken? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland. Out of the treas- 


ury. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Not out of. the three and a 
Then it does not come within 
the terms of the treaty. Weare not bound to pay 
it until it has come before another board. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 


| to the amendment, and was decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, 
ohnson of Maryland, 
Johnson of Louisiana, Pearce, Phelps, Upham, and West- 
cott—l4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Borland, 
Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Corwin, Davis of Massacha- 


| setts, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Felch, Hale, Han- 
| negan, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Miller, Niles 


Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, Underwood, an 
Yulee—28. 

Mr. BADGER moved to strike out the allow- 
ance of interest, but withdrew it on the suggestion 
that it was out of order. He then moved to insert 
the words * without interest’”’—ayes 25. So the 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the amendment of the 
Senator from Missouri was objectionable, because 
it made a distinction between one portion of unli- 


| quidated claims against another portion of similar 


claims. He should vote against the amendment 


| to the section, and then against the section itself. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD thought the best mode 
would be to vote for the amendment; and having 


| thus put the section in the best form, to vote against 


that part of the amendment of the Senator from 


| Missouri he opposed; and that was the part which 
required these claims to be submitted to two com- 
| missioners, 


Mr. CALHOUN, that he might not embarrass, 
withdrew his call for the yeas and nays; and the 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BADGER moved to amend by striking out 


| the words “ together with interest on the same;’’ 
|| which was decided in the affirmative—ayes 24, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said, as the sec- 
tion now stood, he should vote for striking out the 
section. He had been informed, from a source in 
which he placed great reliance, that these claims had 
been submitted to the board, and that the papers 
were taken away by the Mexican commissioners; 
and if they were compelled to reproduce their proofs, 
they might be unable todo it. The two United 


| States commissioners had pronounced in favor of 


these claims. He therefore proposed to offer an 
amendment, that these claims are adjudicated, b 
striking out in the second section all afterthe words 
‘* adjudicated,” and inserting, *‘and shall be paid 
as found to be due upon the same footing with 
the claims included in the thirteenth article of the 
treaty between the United States and the Republic 
of Mexico, of the 2d February, 1848.” 

Mr. NILES was opposed to any new mode of 
settling and adjusting these claims, which might 
be productive of great poo to either claimants. 
By deciding that these Gaims are adjudicated, we 
decide that all other claims are unliquidated. 

Mr. ALLEN was of opinion, that if we go into 
the public oe to pay these claims, there will 
no longer be any limit to them, and the treaty be- 
comes a mere dead letter. By assuming the pay- 
ment of these claims, to a limited extent, we interest 


| every claimant to become vigilant in preventing 


fraud from another; because every one will argue, 


|| that the more there is given to another, the less 


will be his share. - 
Mr. DAYTON could not see the possibility of 


| 
without regard to the limitation of the treaty, even } settling this matter so as to do justice to all. He 


did not think that we could now settle the matter. 
_ It had been decided that this $900,000 should not 
be paid out of the treasury, and we must now wait 





| to see what will be the pro rata. He could not 
assent to the views of the Senator from Maryland. 


had moved to strike out this limitation when the 1 It was probable that the papers—these vouchers 


which he said were taken away by the Mexican 
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commissioners—may not these papers have beén Mr. CALHOUN suggested that the Senate 


Mexican vouchers? If not, they may be recov- 
ered, as the treaty provides that such papers shall 
be given up when demanded. 


character of the tribunal to which these claims had 
been referred. Before this board, being a joint 
commission, it was spite 9 natural that the Mex- 
icam commissioners would put the best face on 
Mexican claims, and the United States commis- 
sioners would do the same with reference to Amer- 
ican claims. They were not, by the obligations 
imposed on them, precluded from doing this, He 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, remarked on the || 


thought there should be a revision of these claims, | 
and that they should be put on the same footing | 


with other claimants, They could then be easily 
adjusted, We may then be bound to allow these 
claims, 

‘The amendment was then negatived. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out the 
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second section, and asked for the yeas and nays, | 


which were ordered; and the question being taken, 
was decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messers. Alleh, Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, Breese, 
Bright, Butler, Cathoun, Clarke, Corwin, Davis, of Maasa- 
chusetts, Dayton, Dodge 
Johneon of Maryland, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, 
Mangum, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Sebastian, Spruance, Stur- 
geon, Turney, Underwood, and Yulee—31. 


Foote, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, | 


it 
i} 
| 


should be very careful not to embarrass ine whole 
machinery of the Post Office Department. These 
provisions exempting newspapers from postage, 
might seriously affect the revenue. 

Mr. Diceinson’s motion to strikeout and insert 


| was rejected. 


The question recurring on the amendment, as 
it was reported to the Senate, it was rejected. 

The bill was then passed. 

By consent, the message from the House asking 
a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the army apprepriation bill was taken 
up, and a committee of conference was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 


| ness at half-past ten o’clock, and at eleven o’clock 


adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarourpay, August 12, 1548. 
Mr. WENTWORTH called up the motion 


| made some days since by Mr. Tuompson, of Penn- 


‘| 
| 


|| ‘The motion to reconsider having been by general | 


sylvania, to reconsider the vote by which the 
Senate bill for the relief of Charity Herring was 
sed. 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Downs, Hannegan, Johnson of || Consent agreed to— 


Louisiana, Mason, Upham, and Westcott—7. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, eee to 
’ 


amend the bill so as to provide that the secretary 


of the commission be appointed by the President, | 
| 


with the advice and consent of the Senate, and 
that the clerk be appointed by the board, 


complish their business with a secretary alone. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill and amendments were reported to the J| 


Senate. The question being on concurrence in the 
amendments, Mr. BALDWIN proposed to amend 
the bill. 


in the objections mede to the recognition of the 
claims, under the second section, as adjudicated, 
because it would prevent the board from examin- 
ing all the evidence upon which the claims rested. 
But there was great hardship in obliging the 
elarmants to incur the expense of obtaining the 
evidence of their claims from Mexico, to which 
they have been sent back. The claims should be 
considered as adjudicated so far as to be prima 


facie evidence of their validity. 
Mr. ALLEN and Mr. BERRIEN opposed the | 


We had no reason to believe that | 


amendment. 
duplicates had not been retained of all vouchers, 


or that the Mexican Government would not de- 
liver them up. 

Mr. BALDWIN offered an amendment accord- 
ingly, which was rejected. 

The amendments were concurred in, and the 
bill was passed. 

Mr. HALE offered a resolution (which lies 


over) for compensating James Moore for perform- | 


ing duties as carrier of the Senate. 


POST ROUTES. 


Mr. DICKINSON moved to take up the bill to 


establish certain post routes; which was agreed 
to 


Mr. ATCHISON moved the indefinite post- 
a of the bill; which was supported by Mr. 


ING. | 


Mr. DOWNS, Mr. HOUSTON, and Mr. | 
WESTCOTT opposed tht motion. 

Mr. DICKINSON made some remarks upon a | 
portion of the bill which appeared to him to be | 
very obscure. 

Mr. NILES made seme explanation as to the | 
present state of the bill. 

After some remarks on a question of order, the 
Senate, by reconsideration, reached the amend- 
ment given in a former part of the report respecte | 
ing the rate of postage on newspapers. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved an amendment to this | 
amendment, striking out the words relative to the | 
circulation free of postage of newspapers through 
the State, and substituting a provision for the free 
circulation of weekly newspapers within fifty miles 
from the place of their publication. 

After some remarks from Mr. WESTCOTT, 


Mr. NILES, and Mr. BADGER, as to the expe- | 


diency of the amendment adopted in relation to 
newspapers— 


a 


i 
i 
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| the office I now hold with ignominy and disgrac 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved a 
proviso that the patent granted by this act shall 
not be construed to impair any legal or equitable 
claim of any person to said tract of land; which 


| passed, and returned to the Senate. 
“Mr. KING suggested that the board could ac- | 


GERMANY. 


1 
|| Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered the following 


joint resolution, which was read and laid over: 
Whereas it is-as mnuch the right as it is the interest of the 


| people of this, the oldest and freest of confederated repub- 
| lican commonwealths, to sympathize and rejvice with all 


others following our example, and, above all, that great 


| German nation from wh ot only we bu ost of 
Mr. B. thought, he said, there was much reason || Series ed et ee a ee 


English ancestors and institutions are descended: There- 


| fore, be it 


Resolved, &c., That their congratulations are tendered to 
the United German Confederation, lately founded on the 
great principles of the sovereignty of the people in sovereign 
States, to govern themselves without hereditary rulers, 
whereby forty millions of Germans may be peaceably re- 


| stored to the first rank among great nations; and that the 


President of the United States is hereby requested to trans- 
mit a copy of this resolution through the American Minister 
accredited to the German Confederation. 


COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. FRIES presented a letter from Mr. Medill, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in reply to a 
speech made by Mr. Ciineman two or three days 
since, in which he expressed his belief that there 
was gross corruption in the Bureau of Indian Af- 
fairs. ‘The letter from Mr. Medill denied that 
there was any corruption in his office, and charged 
Mr. Cumeman with having made false and un- 
founded assertions, and asked that a committee 
might be instituted to inquire into the charges. 

Said communication’ was read, and is as fol- 
lows: 


To the honorable the House of Representatives of the United 
States : 


During the debate which took place in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, on an amendment made by the Senate to the 
civil and diplomatic bill, allowing te David Taylor the sum 
of $12,800 for a certain reservation claimed by him under 
the treaties of 1817 and 1835 with the Cherokees, as re 
in the National Intelligencer of this morning, I find thé fol- 
lowing, viz: 

“Mr. CLinGMAN supported the claim, and took occasion 
* to warn the committee against any opposition which might 
* have been made to it by Mr. Medill, the Commissioner of 
‘ Indian Affairs, who, he understood, had endeavored to pre- 
‘ judice the claim, because the agents of the claimant per- 
* emptorily refused to make an allowance for his favoring 
‘the claim. Mr. C. denounced the Indian Bureau as thor- 
‘ oughly corrupt. He had been credibly informed that the 
‘ books in that bureau had been altered and falsified for cor- 
‘rupt purposes, (though this, he believed, had been done 
‘during the incumbency of Mr. wesecctemgiy tae © csp arryemg 
© of the present Commissioner.) Hehad nocon ce in Mr. 
‘ Mediii; nor would he believe any statement he should 
‘make. An application had been made to the department 
* to have the books taken out of his office, and deposited in 
* some place where they would be safe from alterations.” 

It is seldom that a public officer is justified in noticing 
attacks of this kind ; but the above charges are of so grave 
and specific a character, and so seriously reflect, not only 
upon myself, personally and officially, but upon the admin- 
istration of the whole of that branch of the public service 
intrusted to my charge, that a different course on this occa- 
sion seems to be called for. If true, I should be driven Game 
e, to be- 
come an object of scorn and contempt to all upright and 
honest men; and proper legislation should be had, at the 


) earliest period, to puaish such abuses, and prevent their 


ing agreed to, the bill was read a third time and | 


| 
| 





| 
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Le, 
recurrence. If untrue, and without any foundation, it js 
due to every principle of justice and common fairness, that 
the fact should be aathoritatively ascertained and published 
to, the world, that neither myself. nor the office may res 
under imputations so injurious, and which L wnqgualified|y 
and indignantly pronounce to be wholly and barely taise, |, 
each and every particular, 

I beg leave to state the following facts and circumstances 
for the consideration of your honorable body. The claim of 
Me. Taylor, who is a white man married to a Cherokee 
woman, never came before the Office of Indian Affairs for 
its action. That oftiee had nothing to do with the claim, and 
could and did take no cognizance of it. Like others under 
the treaty of 1835 with the Cherokees, it was to be adjudica- 
ted and settled, as required by the 17th article of that treaty, 
by commissioners appointed by the President and Senate. 
Four different boards of commissioners were appointed and 
organized under that article, which sat for the transaction 
of business—in all, avout five anda half years. Mr. Tay. 
lor’s claim, in one shape or another, was before the whole of 
them. By the first board he was allowed $1,518—being the 
amount which he had paid to the State of Tennessee, under 
a law of that State—with interest thereon, to obtain a fee. 
simple title; in addition to whieh, he claims the value of 
the reservation as unimproved land. This has not been al- 
lowed by either of the boards of commissioners. The second 
board declared the claim “ res adjudicata—not considered by 
present commissioners.”? The third board decided that Mr. 
‘Paylor had no right to the claim; whatever interest there 
was remaining, being in his Indian wife and her children, 
the reservation having been taken in right of the wife under 
the treaties of 1817 and 1819 with the Cherokees. So faras 
he himself was concerned, the action of this board was ad- 
verse ; but the question of the interest of the wife and chil- 
dren was left open for consideration on such evidence as 
might be produced in support thereof. So it stood until the 
organization of the fourth board, by which it was sitply 
dismissed, without any formal or specific action upon its 
merits. 

When the amendments of the Senate making an appio- 
priation for this claim, and for certain claims of the Creek 
Indians, were under consideration by the Committee of 
Ways and Means of the House of Representatives, I was 
summoned by that committee to give information respecting 
these claims. I accordingly appeared before the committee, 
and gave such information agit was in my power to furnish, 
which was almost exclusively of record, and derived from 
the official records and papers I had taken with me, and 
submitted to the committce. And I have yet to learn that 
the committee discovered the slightest evidence or trace of 
any alteration or falsification, by myself or any one in my 
office, Of these records and papers. ‘This was the only occa- 
sion on which I bave ever been called upon to take any part 
in relation to this claim; and Iam sure the Commitice of 
Ways and Means will bear testimony that IT made no effort 
to prejudice them against the claim, further than the staie- 
ment of the facts from t.« records which it was my duty to 
give to them. Where, shen, can there be any grounds for the 
base, wanton, and malicious charges against me in reference 
to it? 1 can trace them to no other cause than disappointed 
pecuniary expectations, as it is generally understood that 
Mr. ‘Taylor bas been in the habit of making promises of lib- 
eral rewards to those whom. he believed could aid him in 
obtaining the amount of bis claim. 

I consider it not out of piace, and I respectfully ask the 
permission of your honorable body, to advert to the position 
of the honorable gentleman who made the charges quoted, 
in another case recently before you; and, in view of the 
facts and circumstances connected therewith, it is hoped 
that he will join in the application now made, or at least not 
oppose it. 

it will be recollegted that the Senate made an amendment 
to the bill making appropriations for the Indian department, 
by which a large amount was to be paid to certain Cherokee 
Indians in North Carolina, from the treasury of the United 
States. I was summoned before the Committee of Ways 
and Means to furnish information respecting this case, 
when the honorable gentleman also appeared as an advo- 
cate or attorney, and strongly supported the claim as i 
passed the Senate. The committee and the House saw 
proper to disagree to the Senate’s amendment, and made 
an important alteration therein, which might seriously have 
affected the interests of the Indians, or rather of the white 
speculators interested in the claim. Yet notwithstanding 
the peculiar position occupied by the honorable gentle- 
man, as stated above—which, however, could not have 
been koown to the honorable Speaker of the House of 
Representatives—he became one of the Committee of Con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes bf the two Houses of Con- 
gress on this same claim. Notwithstanding this remark- 
able circumstance, and the honorable gentieman’s pecu- 
liarly zealous advocacy of Mr. Taylor’s claim, it is hoped 
he will not be adverse to others endeavoring to vindicate 
themselves from unjust aspersions. Indeed, the gentleman’s 
own position was so peculiar and delicate a one, trat it was 
to have been expected, that instead of rising. 5a his place, 
and making gratuitous and calumnious charges against 
others, he would, if he really believed there were 
grounds for those — have moved for a committee of 
investigation, of which, by the usages of your honorable 
body, he would have been the chairman; by which course 
he could have ascertained the truth, without bringing into 
question his own seer and extraordinary position. Not 
having done so, and having pursued the wanton and unjust 
course he did, devolves upon me the duty of making this 
application. Wherefore, I respectfully pray that your hon- 
orable body imniediately appoint a committee, with full and 
ample power and authority to require books and papers, 0 
examine witnesses, and to investigate fully, not only the 
foregoing charges against myself, and the office and depart- 
ment of Indian Affairs, but any othersthat may be brought 
to the knowledge of the committee, and likewise all the 
facts and circumstances respecting, or in any way connected 
with, the two claims adverted to, of Mr. Taylor and the 
Cherokee Indians in North Carolina, and their advocacy 
before the oomanies onees mager the treaty of 1835, and the 
committees and Houses ‘ongress. 

I invite the most rigid scrutiny into the affairs of the office 
intrusted to my charge, as well as into my personal acts in 
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any way directly or indirectly connected with the public {| 
service. And I cannot but think that that spirit of magna- || 
pimity and setise Of justice, which it is the duty of every |! 
American citizen to attribute to yoar honorable body, will 
at once prompt you to accede to this application—necessary 
as the same is with reference to the preservation of the pu- || 
rity and respectability of the public service, and called for 
as it is by jttstice to the character and standing of a man | 
grossly and unjustly assailed in your honorable body, where \\ 
gnless permitted by you, he has not the right to appear aud | 
defend himself. W. MEDILL, 
Commissioner of Indian Ajfairs. | 
Orrice or Inptan Arraiks, Washington, ug.11, 1838. | 


The reading of the letter was frequently inter- 
rupted and objected to, on the ground of its offen- || 
siveness to the dignity and character of the House. || 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of @onnecticut, rose, and | 
defended the rights and privileges of the members | 
of the House against such attacks from a subordi- || 
nate officer of the Government. He concluded by || 
moving that the letter be not received. ; \| 

Mr. FRIES replied that an attack had been | 
made on the floor of the House by the gentleman |) 
from North Carolina on Colonel Medill, to which || 
no honorable man would submit. He wasavilling | 
to admit that the letter was not couched in the most |! 
respectful language. "The Commissioner had been 





charged with corruption and fraud, to repel which || fere. 


it was not to be supposed that he would be very || 
careful in choosing his language. He hoped that || 
acommittee would be raised to inquire into the | 


charges made by the gentleman from North Caro- || not heard a word of it. 


lina, a8 was asked by Mr. Medill. 


Mr. CLINGMAN said the report of his remarks || 


in the Intelligencer, in which he had alluded to the 
corruption of the Indian Bureau, was not entirely 
accurate, but, from information received since he 
had made those remarks, he was satisfied of the | 
corruption of that bureau. He also reiterated some 
of the strong language which he.had heretofore 
used in relation to the Commissioner. 

Messrs. BURT and EVANS followed, and spoke 
at some length against the reception of the letter of 


Mr. Medill, on account of the offensive language || 


in which it was couched. ‘The privileges of the | 
House secured the freest and most ample debate, 
which should, however, be exercised with pru- 
dence, but under no circumstances could it be tol- 
erated that an officer of a subordinate department 
of the Government should send to this House an 
offensive communication like this. If he had felt 
aggrieved, he should, in the first place, have ascer- 
tained from the honorable gentleman from North 
Carolina if he was correctly reported; and in the 
next place, he should have asked for an investiga- 
tion. But he had gone beyond this, and written an 
insulting letter, which the House could not receive 
without forfeiting its own self-respect. The Ex- 
ecutive had long sought to degrade the House,and 
now he had an imitator in one of his subordinates. 

Mr. WOODWARD said he had no remarks to 
offer in relation to the propriety of the course pur- 
sued by the honorable member from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Cuiveman,] nor did he rise to vindicate 
the supposed privileges of members of this House. 
He denied that any privileges existed except by the 
posifive provisions of the Constitution, or such as 
Congress might enact, in pursuance of its right of 
excJusive legislation in this District. 

His intention was to express his view of the 
conduct of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in 
sending to. this body an insulting and offensive 
communication. [tappeared to him thateverything 
was tending to the humiliation and debasement of 
the legislative branch of the Government. If a 
similar communication had been addressed to the 
Executive branch, or even to one of its subordinate 
departments—the War or the State Department—it 
would have been regarded as an outrage. He 
(Mr. W.) would have so considered it. And he 
did not hesitate to declare that he would vote to 
dismiss from office any officer of this House who, 
in his official position, should be guilty of such 
an‘act. Should the Clerk of this House, the Ser- 

eant-at-arms, or any other subordinate, take it on 
himself to address the President in the language 
which one of his subordinates has presumed to’ 
throw into our face this morning, there is nota 
member on this side of the House who would not 
demand his dismissal from office. And he (Mr. 
W.) would readily accede to the demand. Yes, 
sir, could I separate your character as Speaker 
from your constitutional privileges as a member of 
this body, I would vote for your dismissal un- 
der like cireumstances. And, sir, 1 shall expect 
from the Executive thesame justice I'am so ready 








| question of the infamous conduct of ore of onr- 


| floor who does not bear in his bosom the heart of 


| shall consider myself as having no right to inter- | 


to accord to him. I shall expect him to dismiss || insult tothe House. If a member on this floor 


Colonel Medill from office, or, at all events, to sub- | 
ject him to-some proper reproof. Ashe (Mr. W.) 

would defend the Executive department from in- 

sult and aggression on the part of our subordinates, | 
so he would expect the Executive to defend the | 
legislative department against aggressions and in- | 
sult from his subordinates. It has come to this, | 
that ‘a subordinate in one of the departments pre- | 
sumes to send an insulting communication to this | 
House, and, what is still more humiliating, to 
demand of us certain proceedings thereon, and we | 
are expected, upon his demand, to go into the 


selves! Sir, I shall expect every member on this | 
a tory to repel, indignantly, this insult upon the | 
American House of Commons, thus offered by a | 
subordinate in another branch of the Government. | 
If the honorable member from North Carolina | 
{Mr. Cumeman] has done injustice to the Com- | 
missioner, Mr. Medill, let Mr. Medill seek satis- | 
faction outside of these walls in such manner as he | 
may think best upon his own responsibility. I | 


Mr. FARAN next obtained the floor. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he wished very 
much to hear the communication read. He had 


Mr. FARAN spoke of the*importance of the 
officer at the head of the Indian Bureau being a 
man of the highest honor and the strictest integrity, 
and said whenever any member of the Executive 


| that officer in the public estimation, to represent 
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| him as not resisting corruption or spurning a bribe, 
such an effort, particularly when made from the 
Legislative department, should meet on the spot 
| with instant rebuke. Never could he ask any de- 

artment of this Government to respect him when 
. did not respect himself; nor could this House 
| be respected b 


charge the basest corruption upon persons who 
stood at the head of the Treasury, and who should 
be men of the nicest honor and the strictest in- 
| tegrity, he said they should never shrink from any 
investigation which might be asked by that officer 
or by any member of this House. 

hat he complained of was, that the gentleman 
from North Carolina, if he believed the charges 
which he had preferred were true, had not long 
since brought them before thé House and de- 
manded an investigation. But when, having failed 
to do this, he got up at the heel of the session and 
threw out in debate these charges of bribery and 
corruption upon the head of the Indian Bureau, it 
was no more than proper that that officer should 
repel those charges in language as strong as the 
gentleman himself had used. 

Mr. F. yielded the floor at the appeal of Mr. 
CUMMINS, who was proceeding to offer some 
remarks, when— 

Mr. DUER raised the point of order that the 
gentleman could not yield the floor without losing 
his right to it entirely. 

The SPEAKER stated, that by the courtesy of 
the House, gentlemen had been allowed oe am 
to others forexplanations and still retain the floor; 
but, by the strict parliamentary law, if it was in- 
sisted upon, but one gentleman could be entitled 
to the floor at a time. 

Mr. DUER gave notice, then, that when the 
gentleman [Mr. Cummins] concluded, he should 
object to the gentleman who had yielded resuming 
the floor, and should himself claim it and move the 
previous question. 

Mr. FARAN, under this intimation, resumed 
the floor, and, after remarking that the law applied 
in this case was contrary to the uniform practice 
of the House, and expressing the hope that, if 
insisted upon now, it would be in all other cases, 
proceeded to say, that, without intimating in the 
slightest degree that the insinuation contained in 
the communication against the gentleman from 
North Carolina was correct, (the gentleman’s 
statement had been made, which he was bound to 
raeetae nevertheless held, that if any member 
of this House acted corruptly, it was the privilege 
of ‘e American citizen, whether -he held office 
under the Executive or not, to present the charge 
to this body, and a communication of that kind, 
he apprehended, had never been considered an 
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made a serious charge against an Executive officer, 
such as the charge of bribery or corruption, he held 
it was the privilege of such officer to reply to it in 
language @s strong as that in which the charge’ 
was made. Gentlemen should recollect that men 
out of this Hall were as sensitive to their honor as 
they themselves were; and it was the right of the 
head of the Indian Bureau, when charges of bri- 
bery and corruption were brought against him, to 
repel them in language as strong as that in which 
the charges were couched, and to demand of the 
House an investigation. He had known this 
— officer long, and he undertook to say there 
ived nota human being of stricter integrity and 
nicer honor, and who more earnestly desired, as a 
citizen and an officer of the Government, faithfully 
to discharge his duties to the country. He under- 
took to say that the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina had been most wofully, grossly, egregiously 
imposed upon; and he had no doubt buat the gen- 
tleman, with his high sense of honor and his lib» 


eralityas a gentleman towards a gentleman, would, | 


after an investigation, be ready to acknowledge 
before the country that he had Sent deceived and 
mistaken in submitting the charges. He hoped 

| no objection would be made to a full investigation 
of the case. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, appealed to the 
gentleman from Ohio to adopt some other mode of 
arriving at the facts of the case. The gentleman 
desired an investigation of the truth or falsity of 
the charges made against the Commissioner of 

| Indian Affairs. It was proper it should be had. 


or Legislative department attempted to degrade |, He considered the communication of the Commis- 


sioner.of Indian Affairs, though in the main unob- 
jectionable, still, in some parts, disrespectful to the 
House; and he hoped that the gentleman would 
| withdraw it and offera simple resolution providing 
for the investigation, which, no doubt, would be 
adopted by the House. He expressed the high- 
est confidence in the integrity and honor of the 


y the country when it would not |; Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and thoughthe 
respect itself. If members of this House would || gentleman from North Carolina would find that 


he had been misinformed. He dissented from 
what he considered the result of the position taken 
by Mr. Woopwanrp, viz: that the House had the 
exclusive right to make charges against whomso- 
ever they saw fit to direct them, and that they who 
were thus charged had no right to repel and cast 
them back. He thought that the practice of mem- 
bers of this House themselves, in their constant 
denunciations of the Executive and his officers, 
and in bringing forward the gravest charges, might 
rather be traced the retorts which were provoked, 
‘than to any disposition which the Executive de- 
partment might have to encroach on the rights of 
| Congress. He referred to the letter-of Mr. Trist 
containing grave charges against the President— 
| which he ventured to say no man of honor on this 
floor would get up and say he believed—and to 
| the fact that, notwithstanding this, gentlemen on 
the other side were not only ready to receive the 
| letter, but to print it. He deprecated the acrimony 
_ with which discussions were carried on on this floor, 
both on the part of each party towards the other 
and with reference to the Executive, and ascribed 
to this cause the fact that members were not treated 
| with greater respect by others. 
| Mr. WOODWARD wished to say, that he 
thought gentlemen on this floor had the right to 
| make use of what language they saw fit, when 
| speaking of the official conduct of the Executive 
| officers. 
| Mr. CUMMINS objected, as a point of order, 
| to the floor being yieltied, if Mr. Housrow wished 
‘to retain his right to it. He wanted thesame rule 
applied that had been enforced upon him. 
r. HOUSTON farther enforced the propriety 
_of gentlemen on this floor treating all whose con- 
duct came under their scrutiny with respect, and 
| considered it necessary in order to ensure respect 
| for themselves in return. It was too much to ex- 
| pect than an officer of the Government, (who was 


/ but a man,) when he had the gravest charges 
brought upon him, should not | them with 
_warmth. ~He admitted, however, it would have 
_ been the most proper course for the Commissioner 
simply to have denied the charges and demanded 
an investigation. ae + es 

| Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, said, in his le- 
| gislative experience, he had noticed one case, and 
one only, ‘similar to this. Same years since, a 
high fanctionary-of his own State,e Biate > 
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had rendered himself obnoxious to his own party, 


party had presented a memorial to the lower House 
containing base and caluimnious charges, and he 


‘was glad to say it had been indignantly spurned |, 
by the House of Representatives of the Staté of || its various ramifications. 
Indiana, and the gentleman himself had barely | 


escaped expulsion from the House, by apologizing 
to them with tears in his eyes. 
serited the remarkable fact, that because a repre- 
sentative of 70,000 people on this floor had chosen 
to any he had no confidence in an executive offi- 
cer, that subordinate member of a coordinate de- 
partment had presented a paper to this House im- 
veaching the moral character and the integrity and 
1onor of that member of this House. He knew 
nothing of the correctness of these charges; he had 
known the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for ten 
years with some inumacy, and had never seen any 
thing discreditable in his conduct. He was, there- 
fore, prepared to enter into this investigation with 
something of a partiality in his favor. But he was 


‘ 


| 
| 
| 


' 
| 
1] 


| 


startled when he heard gentlemen on this floor | 
talking about executive officers being influenced || 


by revengeful feelings towards this House. 
House were the representatives of the sovereignty 
of the people, and constituted the grand inquest of 
the nation, and yet they must not arraign the con- 


This a resolution, which was read by the Clerk. It was 


i 
j 
j 


duct of public functionaries for fear their motives | 


should be attacked in return! Had it come to this, 


in the year 1848, when this great struggle was | 


going cn between Executive power and the popu- 
lac supremacy? What was there in what had 
been said by the gentleman from North Carolina 
to provoke such an attack?—a gentleman whom 
he was proud to call his friend, notwithstanding 
the base charges which had been brought against 


him; a gentleman to whose unimpeachable charac- | 


ter it was unnecessary for him to bear tesumony. 
He read the reported remarks of Mr. CLinGman. 

Mr. SAWYER and Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL 
wished the paper of Mr. Medill to be read also. 

Mr. THOMPSON said it could be read when 
he got through, and was proceeding to speak of the 
remarks of Mr. Curyeman, when— 

Mr. CLINGMAN repeated the correction of the 
report which he had made at a previous stage of 
the debate. 


Mr. THOMPSON understood that the gentle- || 


man from North Carolina, then, had never made 
such a charge as was represented. When an indi- 
vidual member of this House thought proper to 
attack an individual out of the House, this i 


matter for the two individuals to settle between 
themselves. But the man feeling himself aggrieved 
had no more right to send into this House a paper 
applying abusive epithets to the member, than he 


had to insult the Speaker for having signed a bill | 


which might not be entirely consistent with his own 
private opinions. The Constitution provided that 
members shquid not be held responsible elsewhere 
for words spoken in debate, and the House were 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





} 


bound to protect them whenever they were called | 


in question. 

Mr. COLLAMER thought the only question 
properly before the House was, whether the lan- 
guage of the paper was disrespectful to the House; 
and if this was the question, the language of Mr. 
CLineMaN, the justice of the charges made by him, 
&c., were not just matter of comment. And, at 
this late stage of the session, he suggested that 
gentlemen confine themselves strictly to the point 
at issue. 

Mr. THOMPSON would accept the suggestion 
of his friend, and confine himself mainly to the 
question before the House. The gentleman from 


North Carolina had only spoken of rumors of what | 


he had heard, and yet it was gravely argued now 


that for this the gentleman was liable to be insulted, | 
and his motives arraigned by an Execative officer. | 


But it appeared that the gentleman was incor- 
rectly reported, 
culty of reporting with entire correctness in the 
noise and confusion of this Hall, and said the 
proper way for the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
would have been, if he had considered the re- 
ported remarks an attack on his character, to have 
addressed the gentemuan from North Carolina, in- 
quiring whether he was correctly represented in 
the reported remarks. But the gentleman from 
North Carolina had said he believed the Indian 
Bureau was corrupt. So did he, (Mr. T.,) and so, 
he ventured to say, did two hundred out of the two 


He referred to the great diffi- | 


| Committee of Conference, and charged them with 
| having capitulated to the Senate on every point. 
| He spoke of the question of members’ mileage, 
| and the reduction of the salaries of officers in the 


i} 
i 


i 


] hundred and thirty members on this floor; not that 
and another distinguished member of the same | the head of the bureau was corrupt, but that ig || 
|| Was impossible for any man, of however high in- || 
|| tegrity and great energy, to pyrge the Indian Bu- | 
|, reau of the festering corruption which existed in 


|| jections were made. 
This paper pre- || 
was wasting the whole day. The House had 
wasted weeks ‘and months in discussing private 
and unimportant bills, and now, when he stood up | 
| to defend the high constitutional rights and pre- 
|| rogatives of this 


tion as exceedingly improper in its terms, and he 
said it ought to be rejected by 
|| were in order, he would offer the following resolu- | 


of Indian Affairs be returned to that officer, and that he be 
informed that this House considers the language thereof as | 
offensive and indecorous. 


| conversation ensued thereon. 


| reaching the important object at which he and his 


ouse, || disagreeing votes of the two Houses, on the bill 


as a House, could know nothing of it: it was a | making approprigtions for the support of the army 


| for the year ending June 30, 1849, was ordered; 


| York, were appointed said committee. 


| Mr. Husparp appointed in his place. 


| Committee of Conference on their part on the dis- 
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Mr. CLINGMAN wished to explain, but ob- 


Mr. THOMPSON continued. He wastold he 





ouse, was he to be told that it |! 


was out of place? 
He continued to comment on the communica- 


the House. If he 


tion: 
Resolved, That the communication of the Commissioner 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, also sent up 


to the effect, that the communication from Mr. 
Medill was disrespectful in its language, and there- 
fore that it ought not to be received. 

Mr. BURT rose to a point of order. The paper 
upon the Speaker’g table had not been received by 
the House, and therefore it could not be made the 
subject of the action of the House. The House 
could assign no other reason than that which was 
wee by its rejection. 

Mr. DIXON moved the previous question. 

Various points of order were made, and some 


Mr. FRIES inquired whether he had the right, 
under the rules, to withdraw the communication? 

The SPEAKER replied that he had. 

Mr. FRIES then said, that, acting in deference 
to the wishes of his friends, and with the view of 


friend, Colonel Medill, desired to arrive, viz: the 
obtaining of an investigation of all the charges pre- 
ferred by the gentleman from North Carolina, he 
withdrew the communication, with the intention 
of moving a resolution of inquiry. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, a Committee of | 
Conference on the part of the House, to meeta 
similar committee on the part of the Senate, on the 


and Messrs. Toomss, Boyp, and Ha.t, of New 


Subsequently, Mr. Toomss was excused from || 
serving on said committee, at his own request, and || 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
The civil and diplomatic appropriation bill having 
been returned from the Senate, with the informa- 
tion that the Senate had agreed to the report of the 


agreements of the two Houses on said bill— 

Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Confer- 
ence on the part of the House, made a report, 
which was read. 

Mr. TOOMBS commented on the report of the 





| of the House was disagreed to b 





se 12, 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, briefly ad. 
dressed the House on the same subject and some 
other portions of the committee’s report. 
Mr. HUDSON defended the action of the Com. 





| mittee of Conference in remarks of some length, 


which the reporter has failed to furnish. 

Mr. DICKEY then obtained the floor, and 
moved the previous question, which was seconded: 
and, under the operation thereof, the report of the 
Committee of Conference was agreed to: Yeas ]0)], 
nays 72. 

r. VINTON moved to reconsider the vote just 
taken; which motion was, on his motion, laid on 
the table. 


Mr. J. R. INGERS®LL, from the Committee 
of Conference on the part of the House on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses~of Congress on 
the bill for giving effect to certain treaty stipula- 


| tions between this and foreign Governments for 


the apprehension and delivering up of certain 


|| offenders, made a report; which was read and 


agreed to. 

Mr."KAUFMAN moved a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of taking up the amendments 
of the Senate to the post route bill. _Lost—two- 
thirds not voting in the affirmative. 


On motion of Mr. DIXON, it was ordered that 


| the House takea recess from half-past three o’clock 
| to half-past five o’clock this day. 


BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 

On motion of Mr. ROOT, the House proceeded 
to consider the business on the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, 
in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
the 28th of June last, a statement of the duties, 
revenues, and public expenditures during the two 
last fiscal years. Laid on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the joint res- 
olution of the Senate to suspend the 16th joint 
rule, so far as to permit the sending to the House 
the bill to carry into effect certain stipulations of 
the treaty between the United States of America 
and the Republic of Mexico of February 2, 1848. 

The resolution was read and concurred in, and 
returned to the Senate. 

The House then proceeded to consider the 
amendments to the bill to establish certain post 
routes, and for other purposes, which was returned 
from the Senate with sundry amendments. 

The amendment authorizing the appointment of 
deputy postmasters at San Diego and other ports 
in California was concurred in; and the amendment 

roviding that the new routes provided for in the 

ill should not be put into operation until the next 
general lettings, was amended by providing that 
the new routes should be put out to contract at the 
annual lettings in 1849; and it was then agreed to, 
as amended. The other amendments were non- 
concurred in; and it was ordered that the Clerk 
acquaint the Senate therewith. 


The House proceeded to consider the Senate’s 


| amendment to the House bill to alter the time of 


holding the terms of the United States courts for 
the western district of Virginia; which amendment 
the Senate.* 
On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it was 
resolved that the House do insist upon its amend- 
ment. ‘ 





Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL moved that a Commit- 
tee of Conference on the part of the House on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the fore- 


Executive departments and some others, and he || going bill be appointed. Agreed to. 





said he trusted there would be a burst of indigna- 


tion from the country on account of this yielding || 
of salutary measures of reform. . 

Mr. VINTON defended the Committee of Con- || 
ference, and contended that their recommendation || 
was discreet and just. On the subject of mileage 
of members, he argued that any reform should be 
made by a law, and not by an item in an appro- 
priation bill; and he asserted that no member who 
supported himself here and maintained his family 
at home was extravagantly paid. He had no doubt. 
the gentleman from Georgia expended much more 
than he received. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS assented, and said that he ex- 
pended $3,000 more than he received. 

Mr. VINTON said, then, he would put the gen- 


| tleman from Georgia on tht stand as a witness. 


He continued at some length to defend the report 
of the committee. 


MISSISSIPPI AND MICHIGAN RAILROAD. 

The House then proceeded to consider the Sen- 
ate bill, granting to the State of Illinois the right 
of way and a donation of public lands for making 4 
railroad connecting the Upper and Lower Missis- 
sippi river with the chain of northern lakes at 
Chicago. 

; oo question being on the third reading of the 
ill— 

Mr. COLLAMER recited the previous action of 
both Houses on the bill at this session. The gen- 
eral principle on which it was based was well 
known. If the principle of granting alternate 
sections of the public lands for railroads and ca- 
nals, and raising up the other sections, was such & 
principle as the House would sustain, he believed 
the bill was correct in all particulars, except one. 
This point he to fortify by an amend 
ment (which he sent up to be read) preventing the 
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jands where the lands Were previously entered by || the table. Rejected. 


stirs. He proposed that the question be taken || 
on the amendments collectively; and, without en- i 
tering into the argument, he moved the previous | 
question. é 

Mr. DICKEY moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. ATKINSON moved a call of the House. 
Rejected. ; . 

The question was taken on laying the bill on the 
table, and was rejected: Yeas 56, nays 77. 

The question being put on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, no quorum voted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved a call of the 
House. Rejected: Yeas 78, nays 98. 

The previous question was then seconded, and, 
under the operation thereof, Mr. CotLtamer’s 
amendment was agreed to. : 

The question on the third reading of the bill 
was put and rejected by yeas and nays: Yeas 74, 
nays id. 

Me. McLANE moved to reconsider the last 
yote, and proceeded to make some remarks on the | 
constitutionality of the question of granting lands | 
for objects of internal improvements, in which he 
was checked by the arrival of the hour of recess. 





EVENING SESSION. | 


At half-past five o’clock, p. m., the Speaker 
resumed the chair, and there being but few mem- 
bers in attendance— 

Mr. MARVIN, by leave, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, to which was referred Senate 
bill to allow subsistence to certain Arkansas and 
other volunteers, who have been prisoners of war 
in Mexico, reported the same. Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill concerning the Pay department 
of the army, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed, 
and returned to the Senate. 


Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to which was referred Senate bill au- 
thorizing the Secretary of War to surrender cer- 
tain bonds of the State of Indiana held by the 
United States to the agent of said State of Indiana, 
reported the same’ back to the House without 
amendment; and, on motion of Mr. Vinton, the 
bill was laid on the table. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: 

A letter from the Secretary of State, transmit- 
ting, in obedience to a resolution of the House of 
the 2lst December, 1847, a report upon the state 


| 





of the claims of Aaron Leggett, accompanied by 
copies of all correspondence relating thereto. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, 
in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
the 9th instant, a copy of the proceedings of a 
court of inquiry, convened at the city of Puebla, 
ia Mexico, in July, 1847, at the instance of Colo- 
nel Bennet Riley, of which Major General Pillow 
was president. Laid on the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report of the superintendent of the 
construction of standard weights and measures, 
on the progress made therein during the years 
1846 oak 1847. Laid on the table. 

A letter from the Mayor of the city of Wash- 
ington, transmitting a copy of the resolutions of 
the Boards of Aldermen and Common Council of 
the city of Washington, expressive of their sense 
of the kind consideration manifested by Congress 
for the interest of the city during the present ses- 
sion. Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. FRIES asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That a Committee of three members of this 
House be appointed to inquire into and fully investigate the 
course pursued by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in 
the administration of his official duties, and especially into 
the charges made and preferred in a debate in this body.on 
the 9th instant, by the Hon. T. L. CuinemMan, a member of 
this House; and that said Committee have full and ample 
power and authority to require books and 
ine witnesses, and to investigate fully said charges; and that 
said committee shall report the result of their said investi- 
gation at the next session of Congress. cae 


No objection being made, the resolution was 
received, 

After an inquiry by Mr. BURT, as to whether 
the committee were to sit during the recess— 


Mr. FRIES now modified his resolution, by | 


substituting five instead of three, so as to make 
the committee consist of five members, and moved 
the previous question, which was seconded, and, | 
under the operation thereof, the resolution was | 


agreed to. 


ILLINOIS RAILROAD. 


The House resumed the consideration of the | 
motion made by Mr. McLANE, to reconsider-the 
vote refusing the third reading of the Senate bill, 


granting to the State of Illinois the right of way | 
and a donation of public lands for making a rail- || 
road connecting the Upper and Lower Mississippi || 
river with the chain of northern lakes at Chicago. | 


Mr. McLANE said that in the motion he had 
made for the reconsideration of the bill, his object 
had been to propose an amendment; and if the 
amendment should be adopted, then he would have 
no longer any objection that the bill should pass. 

But, as in the judgment of the House on all bills 
of this description, the question of internal im- 
provements was always involved, he felt it to be 
his duty to state here the distinction which he took 
between a bill like this, making a grant of land to 
construct a proposed road, and the ordinary acts 


ating money out of the treasury to construct, under 
the direction of the Government, a railroad or a 
harbor, or to improve the navigation of a river. 


tion of internal improvement, it lay in the different 
opinions entertained as to the power of the Gov- 


right to do whatever was necessary to carry out 
the grants of power in the Constitution. 
The ground on which internal improvements by 


|| the General Government was generally put, was 


the power of the Government to appropriate mo- 


| ney.to promote the general welfare. That ground 


he denied. He utterly denied that the General 
Government could, under that power, orany power, 


| appropriate money for a general system of internal 
| improvements. 


Mr. HUNT said that if the gentleman alluded 
to the resolutions of the Chicago Convention, those 


| resolutions did not say so. 


Mr. McLANE said that in voting against those 


LORE. 


geen aera a a ean a 
company from going off the route to locate the I Mr. CONGER moved to lay the resolution on | 


which had so often passed the House, appropri- | 


If he rightly understood the issue on the ques- || 


ernment, under the money clause, and as to its | 
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| ment, as he believed it to be now of the Democratic 
arty. 

To explain his position on this subject, no other 
illustration was necessary than that common one 
of the light-house system. If the Government 
had the. power to create a port of entry, then it 
was clearly the duty of Government to make the 
entrance of our commerce into that port safe from 
danger. And just so in regard to the army and the 

navy. If a breakwater were necessary to render 

a harbor a safe asylum for our vessels of war, or 

our commercial marine, it might rightfully be con- 
| structed, 

This was his position in relation to works of in- 
ternal improvement: the Government might con- 
struct them wherever their construction was neces- 
sary to the carrying out of the granted powers in 
the Constitution. 
|, Now, to apply this principle to the bill in hand, 
|, granting land to aid in the construction of a rail- 
| road through the State of Illinois, and to his ob- 

jections to that bill in its present shape: this Gov- 
ernment, being a trustee, under the Constitution, 
|| to dispose of the public land, was bound, if it 
| should find that a certain portion of those lands 
were long unsold, and would remain unsaleable, 
and if it was convinced that the value of these 
lands would be enhanced, and their ultimate sale 
promoted or secured, to construct such road for 
| that end. It was a legitimate use of the public 
lands to grant them to the States for such pur- 
|| poses. 

But in this bill, and others of a similar kind 
| which he had opposed, there was no guarantee 
} that such enhancement would be effected. The 
bill provided, that as soon as the State had com- 
| pleted ten miles of the road, it might go on and 

select land-to construct ten miles more, and, when 
|| that was finished, for ten miles move, and so on— 

always keeping the selection of the land ten miles 
| in advance of the completion of the road. To this 
he was opposed. He was against giving power 
to select the lands for ten miles of road till the ten 
|| miles was completed, and not for allowing the 
| State or company who were making the road to 
|, select lands ten miles in advance. This would 
|| radically change the character of the bill. It would 
|| Shut the door against abuse and profligate specula- 
| tion. If it was adopted, he should vote for the 
|| bill; if not, he should vote against it. Such an 


| 


2 eee nike wie! 


resolutions as introduced by the Committee on | 
Commerce, and against those moved by the gen- || 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Wentwortn,] he had || 
so understood them, and therefore voted against | 
them. But he never had denied the power of this | 
Government to construct works necessary for the || 
defence of the country, or for the protection of | 
American commerce, whether foreign commerce || 
or commerce between the States, as that commerce | 
had been established and regulated by the Govern- || 
ment. | 

If this taxing power or money power is divided, | 


raise money, and the other to appropriate money, 
without limitation other than the discretion of 
Congress in its judgment of the general welfare; 
then our Government is one of general and unlim- 
ited powers. A construction of this power is some- 





papers, to exam-. 


times contended for, which admits this money 
power to be a single power, and regards the refer- 
ence to the general welfare as «@ qualification only | 
of the taxing power, limiting it to objects condu- 
cive to the general welfare, and still leaves to Con- | 
gress a full discretion, in its judgment of objects || 
deemed conclusive to the general welfare. This | 
view of the question is equally vicious with the 
other, and would constitute a Government without 
limitation, formed by a particular enumeration of 
powers. 

Mr. McL. said he believed Congress was au- 
thorized to provide money for the common de- | 
fence, and general welfare; but in providing for | 
this common defence and general welfare, Con- || 
gress was restrained by an entfmeration of cases in || 
the Constitution to which this power extends. The 





the general welfare, otherwise than by an applica- 
tion of it to some particular measure conducive to 


Congress, or indispensable and_ necessary to the 
just execution of these enumerated powers. This 
was the principle, as he understood it, of the Re- 
publican party in the early history of the Govern- 


| one of those ten miles was actually made. 


j 
i] 


Congress had no right to apply public money to | 


the general welfare, and this particular measure | 
must be within the enumerated powers vested in || 


/ amendment would bring the bill withine his views 


of the constitutional power of Congress. With- 
out this restriction, the bill sanctioned a mere ven- 
ture—a speculation. It was obvious that men 
under it could speculate on the quantity of land 
requisite to make ten miles of the road before ever 
The 
lands for ten miles ahead might be taken up, and 


| then the further prosecution of the road abandoned, 


and the work left unfinished, for the Government 
at-some future day to take up and*complete out of 


rs , | the treasury. 
| and two distinct powers drawn from it, the one to || 


Mr. MeL. would not say that his objections to 


‘| the bill in its présent shape were insuperable. 


Objectionable as the bill was, he had rather vote 
for it than kill this system of granting alternate 


| sections of the public jands for the construction of 


roads for the improvement of the lands. He was 


| afriend of the system. But he never would vote 
| for a road under the power to promote the general 


welfare. He was ready to vote for anything that 
was necessary to carry out the granted powers of 
the Constitution. As a landed proprietor, he held 
that this Government might lawfully give alternate 


| sections of its land to enhance the value of the 


residue; but it was bound to see, that in doing so, 
it was bona fide providing for raising the price of 


_ its domain, and was not making a mere gift of it 


without equivalent. He felt bound to see, that in 
voting this land, he was not himself making this 
road, but only enabling others, by making it, to 
enhance the value of his land. He could not vote 
for the bill under his present impressions, unless 
the amendments hie proposed should be inserted, 
and the State roumneee to complete ten miles of the 
road before it got any more land. P 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said that the bill 
provided that, as it stood. vt 
Mr. McL. said the gentleman was mistaken. 
The amendment of the gentleman from Vermont, 
{[Mr. Cottamer,] provided for the selection of 


land ten miles in advance. To this Mr. McL. ob- 


. He wanted to have the whole quantity df 


‘land reserved which would ultimately be requisite 
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to complete the road; but he would not have it | 
selected, or deed given, faster than the road wascom- || 


pleted. If the bill gave land ten miles in advance 


of the work completed, the bill would be open to || 


| 
|| February, 1848, was taken up and read twice. 
|| Mr. NICOLL said the bill provided simply 
|| for carrying out the treaty with Mexico, by the 
| appointment of a commission to adjudicate the 
claims provided for by that treaty. He asked that 
| it be put on its third reading. 
'| Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, moved to refer 
| the bill to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
| Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL hoped that the bill 
|| would not be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
|| Affairs. He had particular reasons for it: one 
| wak, that he had been called upon to attend a meet- 
|| ing of thatcommittee this afternoon at half-past four 
| o'clock. He had attended at the committee-room, 
\| and his honorable friend, the chairman of the com- 
|| mittee, was not there. When the House met after 
|| recess he had asked the reason for his absence, 
| and for his having failed to call the committee to 
1 act on this wae and the honorable gentleman 
|| had told him there was no occasion to refer it to 
|| the committee; for it should not pass, at any rate. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, said this bill 


all the objections usually and justly urged against 
jobs and land speculations. is own amendment 
would prevent all such abuse; and he appealed to 

entlemen on ali sides to come up to this principle. 
Teas atthe noble example of the State of Georgia, 
and compare the results of her system with those 
of the system that had ne been pursued by 
Maryland, in relation to the Chesapeake and Ohio 
poet | and the Baltimore railroad, See how those 
great works languished, and one of them was 
nearly brought to a stand. Georgia stipulated that 
the parties applying for the aid of the State should 
first go on and complete a certain portion of the 
work themselves; then the State helped them. He 
was for carrying out this — in relation to Illi- 
nois. Let us have the road made as far and as fast 
as we granted the land. 

And now as to the reason why he took this 
rround. It was well known to everybody that the 
States on the west and southwestern border of the 
Union had large bodies of land which could not now 
be sold. ‘They had been in market for thirty and 
forty years, and in their present state never would 
sell. ‘lo be sure, the free-soil people had proposed 
a remedy for the case, and that was, to give the 
lands away for the price of the mere expenses of 
survey. Mr, Mel. approved of this plan, rather 


than to leave the public lands in these States un- | 
sold and unsaleable, though he could not consent | 
to accomplieh even this result by a union with the | 


‘* Free Soil” party. He could not belong to the 
* Free Soil’. party; but he would avow himeelfas 
one of the free land party. But if the land was 


not to be thas given away, it could only be sold | 


by making roads to it: and he was in favor of the 
plan of getting these roads made, by granting alter- 
nate sections of land to those whuv would make 


them, taking special care, however, to guard | 


against abuses of the grant. ft 
Mr. McCLERNAND said he had no objection 
to accept the amendment of the gentleman from 


Maryland, {[Mr. MeLane,} but it was too late to | 


modify. Mr. McC. went on to make some fur- 
ther remarks upon the bill, most of which were 
lost in the mixed mass of sounds which filled the 
Hall. He was understood to say that much of 
the jand owned by the new States was unsaleable, 
and would continue so, unless the Government 
took steps to bring it into market, by making it 
acceptable to settlers. This could only be done by 


the creation of roads. The bill provided the means | 


of making one of these, which would materially 
enhance the price of the whole mass of public 
lands lying in its vicinity. But even if it would 


not do this, the Government could be no loser by | 
the grant, since the price of the alternate: sections | 
reserved to thedJnited States was to be doubled, 


so that Government would get all it would have 


received if no land had been granted, besides the || 


prospect of selling far more of its domain than it 
would have done for years—perhaps forever. The 


operation of roads like this had been tested in || 
Illinois—as there was one already that was in suc- || 
cessful operation. | 


Mr. McC, then demanded the previous ques- 
tion, but consented to withdraw it at the earnest 
request of 


Mr. DICKEY, who inquired whether a portion || 
of this contemplated road had not been chartered | 


to a company in 1836-’37? whether that com- 
pany had not purchased up all the lands along the 
contemplated route of the road, so that when the 
alternate sections came to be located, they were 
found to be already occupied, and other lands were 
asked in their place? and whether that company 


had not failed and abandoned the work, and the || 


lands been sold on speculation? 


in reply; but the whole conversation took place 
amidst a general tumult, in which little could. be 
distinctly understood. 
Mr. McLANE-now moved the previous ques- | 
tion on the motion made by him to reconsider. 
Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, moved to lay the | 
resolution to reconsider on the table. 
Mr. McLANE demanded the yeas and nays, | 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows: Yeas | 
78, nays 64. { 
‘So the motion to reconsider was laid on the | 
table. | 
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MEXICAN CLAIMS. | sideration of private bills from the Senate on the 
The Senate bill to carry into effect certain stip- | calendar of the Committee of the Whole, those to 

| ulations of the treaty between the United States of || which no objection was made first to be consid. 


| 


| should certainly go to some committee of the | 


|| House. He desired to inquire if it did not contain 
|| an appropriation? 
I] The SPEAKER stated that the Chair was about 
| to remark, that as the bill contained an appropria- 
|| ton, it must go to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union under the rule. 

Mr. NICOLL moved to suspend said rule, so 
as to put the bill immediately on its passage. 
| Mr. SMITH thought, before it went to the 
| Committee of the Whole, it should go to some 
standing committee of this House. 
important bill. He knew nothing of its provisions; 
| it had been totally impossible for him to hear one 
| word m ten of the bill as it had been read by the 
Clerk. 
|| him to say what the peculiar provisions of the bill 
were, but if they were what he had- understood, 
|| they certainly ought to undergo some important 
revisions. The bill appropriated more than three 
|| millions of dollars out of the treasury. 
| TheSPEAKER tere interposed, and stated that 
| the rule which required appropriation bills to be 
| referred also required that they should first be dis- 
| cussed in committee. Debate was not therefore 
|| in order. 
| Mr. DICKEY moved to lay the bill on the 
| table. Rejected. 
j Mr. Nicox.’s motion to suspend the rule, so as 
|| to oo the bill on its passage, was lost. 

motion was made to refer the bill to the Com- 

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and rejected. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 
|| Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved that the House 





|| resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
|| state of the Union, and proceed to the considera- 
|tion of private bills on the calendar. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, at five minutes to seven 
| 0’clock, moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, wished to make 
|| a report from the Committee of Elections, which 
|| he had been trying for some weeks to get before 
| the House. 

Mr. VINTON said the report of the Committee 
| of Conference on the army bill was not yet acted 


‘| on, 
|| | Mr. COBB said that could be acted on on Mon- 
| day. He hoped the House would adjourn. They 


would do no good here. 
, The motion to adjourn was disagreed to. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, said it had 


| from the Senate had been acted on in Committee 

of the Whole. He'desired that bills to which no 

— was made should be acted on now. 

. r. COBB, of Georgia, objected. [Great con- 
sion. 

The SPEAKER called the House to order, and 

said the Chair would entertain no motion until 

order was restored. 

| After a pause of some seconds, order having been 

| restored in some degree— 

| Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved a 

| resolution that the House now proceed to the con- 





| 
Mr. McCLERNAND made some explanation been about two months since any private bills 
| 


It_was a very | 


It was utterly impossible, therefore; for | 


America and the Republic of Mexico of the 2d of || ered. Agreed to: Ayes 104, noes 21. 


| The House eee itself into Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on Senate bills on the private 

| : : 
calendar, (Mr. Tromrson, of Indiana, in the 
‘|| chair,) and, after devoting some time to the eon. 
sideration thereof, rose and reported the followine 





| bills to the House, without amendment, viz: 
An act for the relief of Milledge Galphin, execy. 
tor of the last will and testament of Georve Gal- 
phin, deceased. 
An act authorizing the payment of a sum of 
money to Robert Purkis. 
An act supplementary to an act to authorize the 
|| Secretary of State to liquidate certain claims therein 
|| mentioned, passed eighteenth of April, one thou. 
} sand eight hundred and fourteen. 
| An act for the relief of Purser Benjamin J. Ca- 
|| hoone. 
| An act for the relief of Anna J. Hassler. 
|| An aet for the relief of Elizabeth Pistole, widow 
|| of Charles Pistole. 
|, An act for the relief of David Currier. 
| An act for the payment of Charles Richmond. 
| An act for the relief of Benjamin Adams & 
|| Company, and others. 
An act for the relief of Messrs. Cook, Anthony, 
|| Mahon, and others. 
|| An act for the relief of Jesse Turner. 

An act granting a_pension to Abigail Garland, 
| widow of Jacob Gatland, deceased. 
| An act for the relief of Mary Taylor. 
| An act for the relief of Welcome Parmenter. 
An act granting a pension to John Clarke. 


An act for the relief of David Wilkinson. 

An act for the relief of D. A. Watterston. 

An act for the relief of Charles M. Gibson. 
| An act for the relief of George V. Mitchell. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas J. V. Owens, deceased. 

A resolution for the relief of H. B. Gaither. 

All which bills were then severally read the 
third time, passed, and returned to the Senate. 

The Committee of the Whole also reported the 
following bills with amendments, viz: 

An act for the relief of John Lorimer Graham, 
late postmaster in the city of New York. 

An act for the relief of Samuel Grice. 
|| An act for the relief of William B. Stokes. 

An act for the relief of the widows and orphans 
of the officers, seamen, and marines of the brig of 
| war Somers. 

‘| ‘The House proceeded to consider the said bills, 
|| when the amendments of the Committee of the 
' 





Whole were concurred in, and the bills were sev- 
erally read a third time and passed, and returned 
to the Senate. 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved that the Committee 
of the Whole be discharged from the further con- 
| sideration of the Senate bill to compensate R. M. 
| Johnson for the erection of certain buildings for 
| the use of the Choctaw Academy. Agreed to. , 
| The bill was then taken up, read a third time, 
_and passed, and returned to the Senate. 

Mr. VAN DYKE, from the Committee of Elec- 





| 
| tions, reported a resolution authorizing the Clerk 
to pay James Monrog, out of the contingent fund 
of the House, for services as a member while con- 
_ testing the seat of Davin S. Jackson. 
| Mr. VINTON moved to amend the resolution 
| so as to direct the Clerk to pay Jonn M. Borts 
_ for the time occupied in contesting the seat of Jouw 
|W. Jones as a member from the State of Virginia 
| in the 28th Con; . 
| The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of 


| order. 

| Mr. ATKINSON moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. « Rejected. 
‘| The previous question was then moved and sec- 
_ onded; and, under the operation thereof, the reso- 


| lution was agreed to. 








} VERMONT MILITIA CLAEMS, ETC. 

| __On motion of Mr. BURT, the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union was d e 
from the further consideration of the Senate 

| for the payment of the fourth regiment in the sec- 
ond brigade of the third division of the Vermont 
| militia for services at the battle of Plattsburg; and, 
| after a brief appeal in favor of the bill by Mr. B., 


it was read a third time and unanimously passed, 
‘and returned to ‘the Senate. , 
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